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Mass of Thanksgiving
Join Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann at 8 a.m. on Sept. 6 at Sts. 
Cyril and Methodius Church, 44 N. Mill St., Kansas City, Kansas, 
for Mass and a rosary procession to the closed abortion clinic in 
Kansas City, Kansas. After nine years, this will be the final month-
ly Mass and rosary procession at this location.

help The Middle easT
Parishes in the archdiocese will take up a special collection on 
either the weekend of Sept. 6-7 or Sept. 13-14 to provide human-
itarian relief and pastoral support for the victims of the terrible 
violence in Iraq, Syria and Gaza through Catholic Relief Services. 
For the exact date of the collection, check with your parish office.

By Francis X. Rocca 
and Simone Orendain
Catholic News Service

SEOUL, South Korea 
(CNS) — Pope Francis 
told Korean Catholics 
that the reunification 

of their divided peninsula as 
well as the harmony of South 
Korean society depend on the 
practice of Gospel virtues, es-
pecially charity and forgive-
ness.

God’s promise to restore 
unity and prosperity to “a peo-
ple dispersed by disaster and 
division . . . is inseparably tied 
to a command: the command 
to return to God and whole-
heartedly obey his law,” Pope 
Francis said.

In a homily Aug. 18, during 
a Mass for peace and reconcil-
iation at Seoul’s Myongdong 
Cathedral, Pope Francis said 
Jesus asked people “to believe 
that forgiveness is the door 
which leads to reconciliation.”

“I ask you to bear convinc-
ing witness to Christ’s message 
of forgiveness in your homes, 
in your communities and at 
every level of national life,” he 
said.

“Thus our prayers for peace 
and reconciliation will rise 
to God from ever more pure 
hearts and, by his gracious gift, 
obtain that precious good for 
which we all long,” he said.

The Mass was closed to 
the public. Guests included 
South Korean President Park 
Geun-hye, women who were 
sold into sexual slavery during 
World War II, North Korean 
defectors, those whose fami-
lies were kidnapped and taken 
to North Korea and 12 clerics 
from various faiths.

Before the Mass, the pope 
met with seven “comfort wom-
en,” who were forced into 
prostitution by the Japanese 
before and during World War 
II. One woman gave the pope a 
butterfly pin symbolizing their 
call for justice, and the pope 

wore the pin during the Mass.
Outside the clergy changing 

room, near a portrait of Mary, 
was a crown of thorns made of 
barbed wire from the demili-
tarized zone between the two 
Koreas.

“My visit now culminates 
in this celebration of Mass, in 
which we implore from God 
the grace of peace and recon-
ciliation,” Pope Francis said 
from an altar decorated with 
rows of pink and white roses. 
“This prayer has a particular 
resonance on the Korean pen-

insula. Today’s Mass is first 
and foremost a prayer for rec-
onciliation in this Korean fam-
ily.”

The pope suggested the 
need for reconciliation lay not 
only between South Korea and 
the communist North, which 
have been divided since the 
end of the Korean War in 1953, 
but within South Korea itself, 
the world’s 13th-largest econ-
omy, where prosperity has 
brought increasing inequality.

“God’s urgent summons to 
conversion also challenges 

Christ’s followers in Korea to 
examine the quality of their 
own contribution to the build-
ing of a truly just and humane 
society,” he said.

The pope urged Korean 
Catholics to “show evangelical 
concern for the less fortunate, 
the marginalized, those with-
out work and those who do not 
share in the prosperity of the 
many” and to “firmly reject a 
mindset shaped by suspicion, 
confrontation and competi-
tion.”

Charity, 
forgiveness keys 
to reunification, 

says pope

Pope makes historic trip to Korea

By Joe Bollig
joe@theleaven.com

KANSAS CITY, 
Kan. — The 
visit of Pope 
Francis to 

South Korea from Aug. 
14 to 18 thrilled many in 
that country. But they 
were not alone.

Korean and Korean- 
American Catholics in 
the Archdiocese of Kan-
sas City in Kansas were 
also thrilled.

“The Korean Catholic 
community here in Kan-
sas followed the Holy Fa-
ther’s visit to Korea with 
much interest,” said Fa-
ther Thomas Joo, chap-
lain, in residence at Holy 
Trinity Parish in Lenexa.

Korean Catholics 
were honored by the fact 
he chose to visit Korea, 
he said. The pope’s focus 
on young Catholics is a 
reflection of his desire to 
further spread the Gos-
pel in Asia and through-
out the world.

Many of the things 
Pope Francis said and 
did resonated with many 
Koreans, he said, includ-
ing those now living in 
the United States. 

One of the messages 
the pope brought was of 
peace and reconciliation 
— not only between the 
divided people of North 
Korea and South Korea, 
but also to the divisions 
within South Korean so-
ciety.

The pope’s visit with 
parents of the Sewol fer-
ry disaster gave comfort 
and some degree of clo-
sure in the loss of their 
children, said Father Joo. 
Also, the Mass to beatify 

Local Koreans 
followed pope’s 

visit with 
‘much interest’

CNS Photo/PAul hARING

pope francis greets young people as he arrives for a meeting with asian youth at the sanctuary of solmoe in south 
korea aug. 15.

>> see “LocaL” on page 4



geTTing 
sTarTed
leavenworth’s Xavi-
er Catholic school 
principal evie porter, 
right, and leaven-
worth regional Cath-
olic schools academ-
ic dean sara Wise 
unpack books for 
k-8 students to start 
the school year. They 
were particularly ex-
cited about the reli-
gion series donated 
by the local knights 
of Columbus. porter 
said she was “deeply 
moved by knight lar-
ry lemke, who led the 
donation request, and 
the knights of Colum-
bus for supplying this 
year’s faith-filled ma-
terials for our kids.” 
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calendar

arChbishop
nauMann
sept. 2 
atchison regional priests meeting — 
st. Joseph, Wathena

sept. 4 
seminary visit — mundelein semi-
nary 

sept. 5 
mundelein seminary board meeting

sept. 6 
mass and profession of tatum 
mcWhirter, apostles of the Interior 
life — st. Benedict’s abbey church

10th anniversary leadership dinner — 
st. James academy, lenexa

sept. 7 
Installation of Father nick Blaha — 
st. mary, hartford

Baptism of third or more child — 
savior Pastoral center

Pilgrimage open house — savior 
Pastoral center

sept. 8 
national committee for human life 
amendment meeting — Washington, 
d.c.

u.s. conference of catholic Bishops 
Pro-life committee meeting

life and dignity task force meeting

sept. 10 
donnelly college board of trustees 
meeting

sept. 11 
religious alliance against Pornogra-
phy conference call

donnelly college convocation mass

sept. 12 
vitae Foundation benefit dinner — 
Kansas city downtown marriott
 

arChbishop
keleher
aug. 29 
class — mundelein seminary, chi-
cago

sept. 4
teaching class — mundelein seminary

sept. 6 
10th anniversary leadership dinner — 
st. James academy, lenexa 

sept. 9-10
labor review Board — chicago

sept. 11 
teaching class — mundelein seminary

By Jessica Langdon
jessica@theleaven.com

KANSAS CITY, Kan. — A 
16-year-old can pick up a 
smartphone or tablet and do 
just about anything.

A 16-year-old website, on the other 
hand, generally can’t do much good on 
either a cellphone or an iPad.

And that’s precisely the problem the 
Catholic Education Foundation faced: a 
site that’s older than many of the chil-
dren it helps send to Catholic schools 
— plus many younger supporters who 
prefer to do their connecting on mobile 
devices.

“I would say what we were doing 
with the old website was kind of Band-
Aid fixes over the years,” said Michael 
Morrisey, CEF executive director.

So he was thrilled to introduce the 
world in early August to CEF’s newly 
revamped website — www.cefks.org.

But the kudos for its clean, mobile- 
friendly, easy-to-maneuver, modern de-
sign go to four women, he said.

He credits Joan Wells, CEF board 
vice chairwoman and the chairwoman 
of the marketing/development commit-
tee, and Zena Weist, also a member of 
the board and committee, for the con-
cept. Patty Morrisey, CEF director of 
development, and Erica Kratofil, grants 
and social media manager, get credit for 
its execution.

Finally, when the new site made its 
debut this summer, it featured a brand-
new CEF logo, highlighting Catholic ed-
ucation and the young people it serves.

“We’ve gotten rave reviews from our 
world in a lot of different ways — do-
nors, board members, schools,” said 
Morrisey.

As well as the previous site served 
CEF over so many years, the new one, 

he believes, does a better job of drawing 
immediate attention in a visual way to 
the very heart of CEF: the kids it helps 
give access to Catholic schools.

“There’s more kid pictures. There’s 
more insight to CEF in an abbreviated 
way,” said Morrisey. “When it’s all said 

and done, all CEF’s doing is making sure 
more kids get into our CEF schools.”

This year, CEF projects that 
$1,240,995 in scholarship funds will 
help send 1,462 children to 21 Catholic 
schools, the website notes.

log on for a fresh look at ceF and its mission

The Catholic education foundation updated its website, www.cefks.org, in early august to feature 
a more modern design.
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ROCHESTER, N.H. (CNS) — In 
April 2013, the parents of slain 
U.S. journalist James Foley at-
tended a prayer vigil at Mar-

quette University in Milwaukee to pray 
for their son, who at that time had disap-
peared in Syria.

Before Diane and John Foley had con-
firmation that spring that their son was 
missing, Diane said she just felt it — he 
had missed one of his usual phone calls 
home — and once they knew for sure, 
the couple said they were relying on 
their Catholic faith to cope and leaning 
on prayer to bring him home.

“Faith has been part of family life, but 
this has deepened my faith because there 
is our hope. Our hope is that God will 
take care of Jim,” she told the Catholic 
Herald in Milwaukee at the time.

That strong faith will likely help the 
couple, who are members of Our Lady 
of the Holy Rosary in Rochester, get 
through the fact that their 40-year-old 
son was beheaded by militants with the 
Islamic State extremist group, known as 
ISIS.

According to an AP story, U.S. officials 
confirmed a graphic video released Aug. 
19 that showed ISIS fighters beheading 
Foley, a 1996 graduate of Marquette who 
had been a freelance journalist for the 
past several years, mostly in the world’s 
trouble spots. In 2011, he was kidnapped 
on a Libyan battlefield and held captive 
in Tripoli for 45 days.

Sometime in late 2012, he went miss-
ing in Syria. The last time the Foley fami-
ly heard from him was before Thanksgiv-
ing that year.

A statement about his death attributed 
to Diane Foley was posted on a Facebook 
page originally set up to urge James’ re-
lease. Family members “have never been 
prouder of him,” it said.

“He gave his life trying to expose the 
suffering of the Syrian people,” the state-
ment said, which also urged the militants 
to release others they are holding hos-
tage. “Like Jim, they are innocents. They 
have no control over American policy in 
Iraq, Syria or anywhere in the world.”

ISIS said they killed James Foley in 
retaliation for U.S. airstrikes on the mil-
itants’ strongholds and the group said it 
would kill another U.S. hostage.

News of his grisly death has sent shock 
waves around the world, eliciting prayers 
and statements of support for the fami-
ly from Catholic leaders, the Marquette 
community, reporters’ organizations, fel-
low journalists and many others.

“The brutality of this act is itself 
evidence of an unspeakable evil that 
is rampant and inhuman,” said New 
Hampshire Bishop Peter A. Libasci of 
Manchester. “To the prayers that have 
been offered since his captivity almost 
two years ago, we now add our prayers 
for James’ eternal rest and, in Christ 
Jesus Our Lord, James’ future resurrec-
tion to eternal life.”

“Our prayers also must accompany 
a sorrowful mother, a grieving father, 
a deeply pained family and countless 
friends who have kept vigil all this time,” 
he said. “May we also pray for those who 

have embraced the way of darkness and 
death, that they may turn away from this 
terrible evil now and forever.”

News reports said the Foleys’ pastor, 
Father Paul Gousse, was at the family’s 
house for about 45 minutes Aug. 19. He 
left without speaking to reporters. The 
parish posted a notice that the church 
would be open to all to join in prayer for 
Jim, his family, friends, colleagues “and 
all who are still in danger.”

Besides Facebook, his family has been 
using Twitter and other social media to 
express their sorrow and ask for privacy.

In her statement on Facebook, Diane 
Foley said: “We thank Jim for all the joy 
he gave us. He was an extraordinary son, 
brother, journalist and person. Please re-
spect our privacy in the days ahead as we 
mourn and cherish Jim.”

James’ sister Kelly took to Twitter 
asking others not to watch the video 
that shows his beheading: “Please honor 
James Foley and respect his family’s pri-
vacy. Don’t watch the video. Don’t share 
it. That’s not how life should be.”

Twitter CEO Dick Costolo said on 
Twitter that anyone sharing the images 
of the event would have their accounts 
suspended: “We have been and are ac-
tively suspending accounts as we discov-
er them related to this graphic imagery. 
Thank you.”

In 2011, after he was let go by his kid-
nappers in Libya, James Foley wrote an 
article for Marquette magazine on how 
prayer, specifically the rosary, got him 
through captivity in a military detention 
center in Tripoli.

He had been captured with two col-
leagues, he said. “Each day brought in-
creasing worry that our moms would 
begin to panic. My colleague, Clare, was 
supposed to call her mom on her birth-
day, which was the day after we were 
captured. I had still not fully admitted to 
myself that my mom knew what had hap-
pened. But I kept telling Clare my mom 
had a strong faith.

“I prayed she’d know I was OK,” he 
added. “I prayed I could communicate 
through some cosmic reach of the uni-
verse to her.”

Foley began to pray the rosary.
“It was what my mother and grand-

mother would have prayed. I said 10 Hail 
Marys between each Our Father. It took 
a long time, almost an hour to count 100 
Hail Marys off on my knuckles. And it 
helped to keep my mind focused,” he 
wrote. “Clare and I prayed together out 
loud. It felt energizing to speak our weak-
nesses and hopes together, as if in a con-
versation with God, rather than silently 
and alone.”

Foley also described his experience at 
Marquette University, which he said “has 
always been a friend to me. The kind who 
challenges you to do more and be better 
and ultimately shapes who you become.” 
He added that Marquette had never been 
“a bigger friend to me than when I was 
imprisoned as a journalist.”

Marquette posted a link to his article 
along with a statement about his death 
on the university’s website: https://news.
marquette.edu.

“The Marquette community is deeply 
saddened by the death of alumnus and 
freelance journalist James Foley,” the uni-
versity’s statement said. “We extend our 
heartfelt prayers and wishes for healing 
to James’ family and friends during this 
very difficult time.”

Foley had majored in history at the 
Jesuit university, then enrolled at Medill 
School of Journalism at Northwestern 
University and earned a master’s degree 
in 2008.

“[He] had a heart for social justice and 
used his immense talents to tell the diffi-
cult stories in the hopes that they might 
make a difference in the world — a mea-
sure of his character for which we could 
not be prouder,” the Marquette state-
ment said.

neW YorK (cns) — Pope 
Francis phoned the be-
reaved family of James Fo-
ley, a u.s. journalist killed by 

Islamic state militants in syria.
In an aug. 22 interview on nBc’s 

“today” show, John and diane Foley 
briefly described the previous day’s 
discussion with the pope, in which 
they spoke of shared grief at the 
death of loved ones.

“Pope Francis was so dear be-
cause he is grieving himself, having 
just lost three members of his fam-
ily and [with] his nephew critically 
ill,’’ diane Foley said on the program. 
“here in the midst of his tremen-
dous grief, he took the time to call. 
our whole family was there, one of 
our beloved priest friends . . . was 
there, my brother-in-law spoke in 
spanish to him. he was just so kind.”

the wife and two young children 
of the pope’s nephew, 35-year-old 
emanuel horacio Bergoglio, were 
killed in a car crash aug. 19 in argen-
tina. Bergoglio was critically injured.

John Foley said on the “today” 
show that “we felt very comforted 
and supported” that the pope of-
fered his personal prayer. 

Father Paul gousse, pastor of the 
family’s parish, holy rosary church 
in rochester, new hampshire, told 
catholic news service in an aug. 22 
phone call that the Foleys told him 
they were especially struck by the 
pope’s outreach to them at a time 
when he is grieving himself. he said 
the pope spoke with several mem-
bers of the family in a call that last-
ed more than 20 minutes.

shortly after the call was made, 
Jesuit Father Federico lombardi, 
vatican spokesman, told the vati-
can press that Pope Francis called to 
console the family for their loss and 
assure them of his prayers.

Passionist Father ciro Benedetti-
ni, assistant director of the vatican 
press office, told reporters the next 
day that the pope’s call came short-
ly after 2 p.m. new hampshire time, 
and that the conversation was “long 
and intense.”

Pope Francis was particularly 
“struck by the faith” of the late jour-
nalist’s mother, the spokesman said. 
the pope spoke with the parents 
through an interpreter.

according to the associated 
Press, u.s. officials confirmed a 
graphic video released aug. 19 that 
showed Islamic state fighters be-
heading Foley, a 1996 graduate of 
marquette university who had been 
a freelance journalist for the past 
several years, mostly in the world’s 
trouble spots.

Faith, prayer sources of strength
for slain U.S. journalist

CNS Photo/SteveN SeNNe, AP Photo vIA MARquette uNIveRSIty

u.s. journalist James foley is seen during a 2011 press conference in boston. foley, a freelance 
war correspondent and a Marquette university alum, was killed at the hands of the islamic state 
militant group.

pope phones 
family of slain 
u.s. journalist
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By Bob Zyskowski

A bunch of people are not unlike 
a bunch of grapes.

A vine produces the same 
variety of grape each season, 

and, while each grape will be slightly dif-
ferent, all will be basically the same.

“Although each of us is a separate en-
tity,” writes 
Sister Judith 
Sutera, “we 
are all part 
of the same 
cluster, dan-
gling from 
the same 
vine.

“We grow at different rates; we have 
different tones and size and sweetness; 
we drop off at different times. But still, 
we are part of a bunch. We are nourished 
by the same things, have the same de-
sires, feel the same emotions, share the 
same type of body and blood.”

What the Benedictine surmises from 

this is just one of the lessons she learned 
from years of working in her monastery’s 
vineyard: “Perhaps if we were to look at 
others with this filter, rather than the filter 
of how we are different, we could change 
the world in ways both small and large.”

In “The Vinedresser’s Notebook: Spir-
itual lessons in pruning, waiting, harvest-
ing and abundance,” Sister Judith pairs 
the work that it takes to dress the vines 
and produce wine at Mount St. Scholasti-
ca Monastery in Atchison with what her 

book’s subtitle terms “spiritual lessons.” 
Of course, they are spiritual lessons. But 
even more, they’re life lessons, as the au-
thor intended, and one doesn’t have to be 
looking for anything religious to benefit 
from the wisdom shared. While biblical 
references to the vine and the branches 
and the workers in the vineyard come 
naturally in the text, this book is simply 
great advice for being a happy, fruitful, 
fulfilled person.

Starting with sketches she’d made 
years ago of the steps in the vinedressing 
process — not tasks for those with little 
patience or an aversion to hard work, by 
the way — Sister Judith added explana-
tions, intellectual reflections and infre-
quently scriptural references, all with the 
sagacity and spirituality one might expect 
from someone with degrees in psycholo-
gy and sociology and master’s degrees in 
counseling and monastic theology.

The connections she makes are tangi-
ble.

Just as she had to learn the craft of 
vinedressing from a mentor, the then- 
70-year-old Sister Jeannette Obrist, peo-

ple are wise to seek advice from others so 
that they too can learn and grow.

Just as vines need to be pruned in 
a balanced way to produce more fruit, 
people require a balance of criticism and 
praise to become healthy individuals.

Just as to find the ripest grapes at har-
vest time one has to look under some 
leaves, people need to look very hard and 
frequently change their point of view to 
find and appreciate life’s many gifts.

There are plenty more like compari-
sons in this easy reading, 159-page pock-
et- or purse-friendly Abingdon Press 
paperback. There are as many lessons 
in living a fruitful life as there is infor-
mation about growing grapes. In combi-
nation, though, Sister Judith wrote that 
she hoped her book “will help others to 
love a plant, love the miracles of life, love 
themselves and others.”

Illustrations by Paul Soupiset and 
hand-lettered vinedressing advice just 
add to the charm.

Reprinted with permission from    
catholichotdish.com.

Benedictine finds grape vineyard yields both wine and wisdom

sister Judith sutera, osb, compares vinedress-
ing with spirituality in her recently published 
“The vinedresser’s notebook.”

By Jessica Langdon
jessica@theleaven.com

KANSAS CITY, Kan. — The 
life of a teenager today isn’t 
what it was 20 years ago — or 
even 10 years ago.

So “the way we’ve always done it” 
doesn’t always cut it, said Angie Bittner, 
archdiocesan rural youth outreach co-
ordinator.

“We owe it to them and to our beauti-
ful faith to continue learning about new 
and better ways to proclaim the love of 
Jesus to them,” said Bittner.

She’s therefore inviting all parents, 
grandparents, priests and other adults 
who work with teens to some adult 
training opportunities that will provide 
both guidance and inspiration to their 
efforts.

‘Searching for 
relationship’

In mid-September, in several parts of 
the archdiocese, youth volunteers can 
hear from Frank Mercadante, founder 
and executive director of Cultivation 
Ministries.

The author of “Engaging a New Gen-
eration: A Vision for Reaching Catholic 
Teens” — copies of which were distrib-
uted to rural youth leaders at a previous 
training session — Mercadante is re-
alistic about the challenges of forming 
today’s young Catholics, while excited 
about the potential.

 But he’s the first to admit you can’t 
reach them with just rules and regula-
tions.

“When kids show up now, they are 
searching for relationship,” said Bittner. 
“They are searching for community, 
and they want to know why the Catho-
lic Church does what it does.”

The reasons matter, she said.
“When they learn the fullness of the 

church and they understand how beau-
tiful it is, then they understand all the 
whys,” she said. “We have to connect 
with them and connect them with Jesus 
the person, before they get all that.”

The sessions featuring Mercadante 
are scheduled as follows:

• Sept. 13, 6:30-8:30 p.m., St. Theresa 
Church in Perry

• Sept. 14, 12:30-2:30 p.m., St. Columb-
kille Church in Blaine

• Sept. 14, 5:30-7:30 p.m., Sacred Heart 
Church in Emporia

• Sept. 15, 6:30-8:30 p.m., St. John the 
Baptist Church in Greeley

The events will include snacks and 
time for networking.

An additional incentive to attend is 
that parishes that have people partici-
pate in these sessions are eligible to re-
ceive grant money, said Bittner.

Since these outreach training ses-
sions began (with events in fall 2013 and 
spring 2014), 239 attendees from 33 par-
ishes have taken part.

And more than $9,000 has been 
awarded to rural parishes to use in their 
youth programs through the archdioce-
san youth formation assessment, which 
is funded through parishioner contribu-
tions at churches throughout the arch-
diocese.

Urban and rural outreach programs 
and Catholic high schools in the archdi-

ocese all benefit from the youth forma-
tion assessment.

The September sessions are free and 
no preregistration is required.

Theology of the body
On Nov. 8, Bittner’s rural youth out-

reach and St. Dominic Parish in Holton 
and St. Francis Xavier Parish in Mayetta 
will be cosponsoring a daylong training 
for adults on the theology of the body 
for high school teens at St. Dominic hall 
in Holton.

“It would be great for parents, priests, 
and youth leaders,” said Bittner.

She extends the welcome to not only 
youth workers, but parents as well.

At that presentation, the crowd will 
hear from Colin MacIver, who teaches 
theology and serves as the religion de-
partment chairman and campus minis-
try coordinator at St. Scholastica Acad-
emy in Covington, Louisiana. He also 

travels nationally and internationally 
as a speaker for Dumb Ox Productions, 
spreading a message of purpose and pu-
rity to youth. 

The cost for the theology of the body 
session is $40, which includes training 
materials, lunch and snacks.

Preregistration is required. To reg-
ister, contact Barbara Berg at (210) 
621-3796, or send an email to: barbarac 
berg@hotmail.com. Mail registration 
and checks (payable to St. Dominic 
Parish) may also be mailed to: Barbara 
Berg, St. Dominic Office, 115 E. 5th St., 
Holton, KS 66436.

For additional information on either 
program, send an email to Bittner at: 
ruralyouth@archkck.org, or visit the 
archdiocesan website at www.archkck.
org. Under the Ministries & Offices tab, 
click on Youth Formation & Activities. 
Then from the dropdown menu under 
Outreach, click on Rural Youth Out-
reach. There you will find a link to adult 
training and enrichment opportunities.

adult volunteers invited to join rural teen ministry

leAveN Photo By JulIe holthAuS

in september, the archdiocese will offer training sessions for youth volunteers to help reach Catholic teenagers. There will also be a session for adults 
working with youth on the theology of the body in november.

copies of “the vine-
dresser’s notebook” 
can be purchased at 
trinity house, 6731 
W. 119th st., over-
land Park.
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Catholic Charities to 
host fine art sale

Kansas cItY, mo. — catho-
lic charities of northeast Kan-
sas is collaborating with Brown 
Button estate sales to host a 
fine art, antique and furniture 
sale in the crossroads art dis-
trict after recently receiving 
a generous donation from an 
anonymous source. there are 
over 500 high-quality items 
in stock, and all purchase pro-
ceeds will go toward catholic 
charities.  

“this is a wonderful op-
portunity to find that perfect 
piece for your collection while 
supporting the good work our 
agency does in the communi-
ty,” said Kerry gentry, director 
of development for catholic 
charities of northeast Kansas. 

the sale will be held at 117 W. 
20th st., the Piper loft Building, 
at the following dates and times:

sept. 4: 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
sept. 5: noon - 9 p.m. 
sept. 6: 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.  
sept. 7: noon - 4 p.m.
For more information and 

a gallery list of items, visit 
Brown Button online at: www.         
brownbutton.com.

Kansas cItY, Kan. — the 
winners of the annual archdi-
ocesan eighth-grade pro-life 
forum essay contest have been 
announced. this year, 504 es-
says were submitted, the most 
ever entered in a single year. 
eight parishes participated.

•   First place: Erin Sturd, 
holy spirit, overland Park

• Second place: Maria 
schmeer, curé of ars, leawood

• Third place: Maddie Bor-
isov, Prince of Peace, olathe

• Fourth  place: Jenna Stein-
le, good shepherd, shawnee

• Fifth place: Katherine 
schissler, curé of ars

• Sixth place: Diego Loya, 
John Paul II /Queen of the holy 
rosary, overland Park

• Honorable mention: An-
gie giglione, st. michael the 
archangel (school of religion), 
leawood; Bridget graham, curé 
of ars; nicki ogden, st. michael 
the archangel (school of reli-
gion); sam torti, st. michael the 
archangel; haley ulowetz, st. 
michael the archangel (school 
of religion); and Bella umen-
tum, st. michael the archangel 
(school of religion)

pro-life essay contest 
winners announced

As part of 
their long-
standing 

pro-life effort, the 
nation’s Catholic 
bishops and the 
grassroots mobilizing 
network assisting them, the 
National Committee for a 
Human Life Amendment 
(NCHLA), have urged Con-
gress in recent years to do 
two things: maintain long-
standing and widely sup-
ported policies against fed-
eral funding and promotion 
of abortion; and protect the 
conscience rights of those 
who respect human life in 
our health care system. 

This month both goals 
came under attack, from 
two of the most extreme 
legislative proposals I have 
seen in over three decades 
of public policy work. Their 
enactment would create a 
“perfect storm” of policy 
against unborn human life, 
pushing pro-life convictions 
to the margins of public 
life. Both bills are advanced 
using titles and slogans that 
mask what they do.

The first is the “Protect 
Women’s Health From 

Corporate Interference Act,” 
(S. 2578). It has little to do 
with either women’s health 
or “corporate interference.” 
It’s been called a response 
to the Supreme Court’s re-
cent Hobby Lobby decision, 
which upheld the religious 
freedom of family-owned 
businesses that object to 
covering abortifacient drugs 
and devices in their health 
plan. The bill’s supporters 
say they are defending wom-
en’s “access” to the contra-
ceptives they want. But as 
leaders of the U.S. bishops’ 
conference explained in a 
letter to the Senate, “the bill 
ranges far beyond that de-
cision, potentially attacking 
all existing federal protec-
tions of conscience and 
religious freedom regarding 
health coverage mandates.”

The operative text of the 
bill never mentions contra-
ception. It says that when 
a federal law or regulation 
requires inclusion of any 
item in health plans across 
the country, that mandate 
will override “any other 
provision of federal law” — 
including the Religious Free-
dom Restoration Act that 
protected Christian families 
in the Hobby Lobby case. 
Such mandates will apply to 
all kinds of health plans, not 
just employer plans, and will 
override everyone’s religious 
freedom — including the 
freedom of women them-
selves, some of whom may 
not want their health plans 
promoting “free” late-term 
abortions, for example, to 
their minor daughters. And 
yet the bill is supported by 
58 out of 100 U.S. senators — 
all 55 Democrats and three 
Republicans. It was blocked 
from coming to the Senate 
floor in July, but supporters 
may try again soon.

The other bill, which 
makes the Supreme Court’s 
Roe v. Wade decision on 
abortion look tame by com-
parison, is called the “Wom-
en’s Health Protection Act” 
(S. 1696). It would knock 
down almost every state or 
federal law that seeks to re-

strain or regulate abortion, 
by demanding that the law 
treat abortion as a routine 
“women’s health proce-
dure.”  The unborn child 
would be given no greater 
respect than a decayed tooth 
or a troublesome tumor.

Is this bill committed to 
women’s health? Well, it 
says that even if a pro-life 
law “significantly advances 
. . . the health of women,” it 
must still be knocked down, 
unless “clear and convincing 
evidence” shows there is no 
way to serve women’s health 
that is “less restrictive” of 
abortion. In other words, 
women’s health is not the 
goal — maximizing and 
“mainstreaming” abortion is. 
Alarmingly, this bill has 36 
sponsors and just received a 
committee hearing.

How can such extreme 
proposals receive serious 
attention in what some call 
“the greatest deliberative 
body in the world”? One 
answer is that, in a very 
politicized mid-term elec-
tion year, legislators think 
this is what we constituents 
want. I hope we will tell 
them that just isn’t so.  For 
help contacting your elect-
ed representatives, see the 
action alerts online at: www.
nchla.org.

richard 
doeRFlINGeR
doerflinger is associate director of 
the Secretariat for Pro-life Activities, 
u.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops.

guesT CoMMenTary

write your legislators about extreme ‘health’ bills

Paul Yun Ji Chung and his 124 
companions was a very pow-
erful moment.

“To Korean Catholics, [the 
Gwanghwamun Gate in Seoul] 
holds a deeper and more pain-
ful meaning as this is the spot 
where the martyrs suffered 
and shed their tears and blood 
for faith in Jesus Christ,” said 
Father Joo.

“On that same day, the 
pope also visited the ‘Village 
of Flowers’ and gave comfort 
to those who are on the pe-
riphery of society, the poor 
and disabled,” continued Fa-
ther Joo. “I looked at this visit 
with particular interest, be-
cause this village is part of the 
Cheongju Archdiocese, which 
I am from and all other Ko-
rean pastors assigned to the 
Korean Catholic community 
come from.”

Finally, Father Joo was         
personally gratified by Pope 

Francis’ message regarding 
the poor.

“The pope never stopped 

addressing the issue of poor 
people during his five-day vis-
it to Korea,” said Father Joo. 
“In meetings with bishops, 
presidents, public officials, as-
cetics and youths, Pope Fran-
cis continued to urge them to 
lead a frugal life and to share 
their life with the poor.”

“Most of all, the pope was 
furious that poor people had 
no choice but to live con-
tinuously poor,” said Father 
Joo, noting how Pope Francis 
pointed out the disparity be-
tween the poor and the mate-
rially well-off in Korean soci-
ety.

What impact did the pope 
have on Koreans, Catholic and 
non-Catholic? Father Joo no-
ticed three things. 

First, the pope wants a mod-
est church for the poor. This 
could be seen in his words and 
actions, such as using only 
small cars. 

Second, he calls Catholics 
to live as servants of others. 

The pope set a personal exam-
ple by his own humble life. 

Third, he called Catholics 
to participate in society and 
engage in current social is-
sues. This could be seen in his 
call for reconciliation, meet-
ing with Korean “comfort 
women” of World War II, and 
meeting with the unemployed.

“The pope’s visit was 
meaningful not only for Kore-
an Catholics but also Korean 
society in general,” said Fa-
ther Joo. “I think he has great 
interest in South Korea since 
he visited Korea first after he 
became a pope.”

“The pope is like a father 
figure who is taking care of his 
child who is in pain and trou-
bled, first,” Father Joo contin-
ued. “Korea has a long and 
distressed history, and still has 
conflict between south and 
north. The pope visited Korea 
to heal Koreans, not just Kore-
an Catholics.”

local pastor gratified by pope’s focus on the poor
>> continued from page 1 The pope’s 

visit was 
meaningful not 
only for Korean 
catholics but also 
Korean society in 
general. i think he 
has great interest 
in South Korea 
since he visited 
Korea first after he 
became a pope.”

Father Thomas Joo

“

special collection
there will be a special col-

lection in the archdiocese at 
masses sept. 6 and 7 for the 
catholic university of america, 
a pontifical university of the 
catholic church in the united 
states and the only institution 
of higher education founded by 
the u.s. catholic bishops.



By Carolyn Kaberline
Special to The Leaven

PERRY — After a week of crafts, 
music, snacks and, of course, 
Bible study, those participat-
ing in the annual vacation Bi-

ble school here and their parents were 
treated to ice cream and cookies on the 
final evening of the event.

While this scene is no doubt re-
peated in churches across the country 
every summer, this program is a little 
different — it’s a joint project of the 
Perry United Methodist Church and 
St. Theresa Catholic Church, located 
right across the street from each other 
in Perry.

The joint program began some 
10 years ago when members of both 
churches were observing that they 
never seemed to have enough volun-
teers to put on their summer religious 
events.

“Each wanted a quality event and felt 
they could have one if they combined ef-
forts,” said Adrianne Meyer, coordinator 
from the Methodist church.

 Despite some of the differences in 
practices and theology between the two 
churches, Meyer believes the summer 
religion program has been success-
ful because of the willingness of both 
groups to work together.

“We’re teaching about the same God 
and his love for his people,” said Meyer. 
“We really don’t make a big deal out of 
the differences of the religion because 
what is most important is the same faith 
we all share. We share the belief of our 
God who loves us and wants us to love 
him. When we pray, we don’t encourage 
one ‘religion’ over the other — we all 
pray to God the same.”

 “We don’t address the two differ-
ent religions in vacation Bible school,” 
echoed Wendy George, coordinator 
from St. Theresa. “We come together to 
pray, worship, sing songs, give thanks 
and listen to God’s word in one group. 
The children aren’t asked to identify 
their faith, and we treat all participants 
equally.”

While many of the past programs for 
the Bible school had been purchased, 

the programs for this year and the one 
in 2013 were homegrown, developed to-
gether by the two parishes. This year’s 
theme of “LEGO and let God” proved 
popular with the participants.

“Several community members get to-
gether soon after the program happens 
to talk about what the next year’s theme 
will be,” said Meyer. “Last year, we talk-

ed about building, and LEGOs, and it 
kind of evolved from that.”

 “We try to incorporate themes that 
are familiar to the children,” added 
George, “and it is such a fun theme! 
Who doesn’t like LEGOs?” 

Meyer said the two coordinators 
work together on the program and the 
curriculum each year, then announce 
the theme to the committee of volun-
teers and delegate the things that need 
to be done. 

“We have an incredible list of volun-
teers who actually make the week hap-
pen,” said Meyer.

George agreed, adding that volun-
teers ranged in age from teenagers to 
adults, with many of the adult volun-
teers coming back year after year. 

“I have been involved as a volunteer 

for the last five years, [since] my daugh-
ter started attending,” Meyer said. “I 
stepped up as co-director four years ago 
when the need came for someone else 
to help make the program happen.”

Like Meyer, George began volunteer-
ing because of her children.

“I have been involved with VBS for 
two summers,” she explained. “I began 
sending my kids three years ago and 
knew this was something that I would 
love to become involved with. And [I] 
absolutely enjoy the program.”

This year saw an average of 75 chil-
dren attend the four evening sessions 
with the largest group being in the pre-K 
group for three- and four-year-olds. 

“All are welcome to attend VBS,” said 
George. “We allow anyone to take part 
and encourage all young people to join 
us. It is not necessary to be a member of 
either parish, or any parish.”

In addition to the activities of the 
week, students also raise money for 
the missions or groups in need each 
year. By the end of the week, more 
than $100 had been raised for Habitat 
for Humanity.

“We have a really good group of peo-
ple here,” said Stacie Adams, former 
coordinator for St. Theresa. “There’s a 
larger mission behind Bible school than 
focusing on either being a Catholic or 
Methodist specifically. 

“We know that the Perry vacation Bi-
ble school is spreading God’s message to 
the whole community.”
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lillian seib of perry united Methodist Church 
and ramon gonzalez of st. Theresa parish in 
perry help the young students with lego bingo.

Madi barnhardt, left, daughter of Chris and 
brandi barnhardt of Winchester, and Marissa 
otter, daughter of Tim and Tresa otter of perry, 
create their own lego person paper dolls.

catholics, Methodists join forces in perry
We’re teaching 
about the same 

God and his love for his 
people. We really don’t 
make a big deal out of 
the differences of the 
religion.”

Adrianne Meyer, 
vacation Bible school coordinator
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Bob and Nancy (Henley) Nowatzke, 
members of st. 
ann Parish, Prai-
rie village, cele-
brated their 50th 
wedding anni-
versary on aug. 
16 with a mass 
and reception 
for family and 
friends at the 
church. the cou-
ple was married 
on aug. 1, 1964, 

at  st. therese little Flower church, Kan-
sas city, missouri. their children and their 
spouses are: dennis and Joann nowatzke, 
ottawa; lynne and stan Fish, olathe; craig 
and regina nowatzke, lawrence; amy and 
allen richardson, tulsa, oklahoma; and 
carol nowatzke, chicago. they also have 
eight grandchildren.

Leon and arlene (Strathman) 
Holthaus, mem-
bers of st. mary 
Parish, st. Ben-
edict, will cele-
brate their 50th 
wedding anni-
versary on sept. 
7 with a 10 a.m. 
mass followed by 
a dinner for fam-
ily and friends.  
the couple was 
married on sept. 

7, 1964, at sacred heart church, Bai-
leyville. their children and their spous-
es are: donna and rick Waetzig, topeka; 
darren and tammy holthaus, seneca; and 
Brian and lisa holthaus, seneca. they also 
have nine grandchildren, one step-grand-
son, and four step-great-grandchildren.

Ruby (Heinemann) and Richard Nel-
son, members of 
holy trinity Par-
ish, lenexa, will 
celebrate their 
50th wedding an-
niversary on aug. 
29. the couple 
was married on 
aug. 29, 1964, at 
st. mary church, 
dell rapids, 
south dakota. a 
celebration din-

ner with friends and family will be held on 
aug. 31. their children and their spouses 
are: Kris and Frank cappo, overland Park; 
Kim and sean skelton, austin, texas; and 
todd and deanna nelson, olathe. they 
also have six grandchildren.

Joann (Jancich) and John Novak, 
members of 
st. John the 
Baptist Par-
ish, Kansas 
city, Kansas, 
celebrated 
their 50th 
wedding an-
niversary on 
april 25. the 

couple was married on april 25, 1964, at 
christ the King church, Kansas city, Kan-
sas. their children and their spouses are: 
John michael novak, Ponca city, oklahoma; 
and rita ann and shawn terryberry, shaw-
nee. they also have two grandchildren.

clayton and Pat (Rettele) Hammes, 
members of 
mother teresa 
of calcutta Par-
ish, topeka, cele-
brated their 50th 
wedding anniver-
sary on aug. 22. 
the couple was 
married on aug. 
22, 1964, at sts. 
Peter and Paul 
church, seneca. 
their children 

and their spouses are: greg and ginger 
hammes, akron, ohio; and mike and mel-
anie hammes, topeka. they also have two 
grandchildren.

Patricia (olejnik) and Lloyd Tomson, 
members of st. 
stanislaus Parish, 
rossville, cele-
brated their 50th 
wedding anni-
versary on aug. 
22. the couple 
was married on 
aug. 22, 1964, 
at sacred heart 
church, delia. 
their children 
and their spous-

es are: craig and Joann tomson, Wichita; 
christi and mike spielman, clay center; 
and Jill and marc carver, rossville. they 
also have seven grandchildren.

Linda (Honaker) and Mick Seuferling, 
m e m b e r s 
of Queen of 
the holy ro-
sary Parish, 
Wea, will 
c e l e b r a t e 
their 50th 
w e d d i n g 
anniversary 
on aug. 29. 

the couple was married on sept. 5, 1964, 
at Queen of the holy rosary by Father 
george seuferling, cousin of the groom. 
their daughter and her husband are susan 
and george Jacobs, Bucyrus. they also 
have three grandchildren.

Bill and Pat (Baxter) Butler, members 
of st. Philip 
neri Parish, 
o s a w a t o -
mie, cel-
e b r a t e d 
their 50th 
w e d d i n g 
anniversary 
with family 
and friends 

on aug. 16 with a mass concelebrated by 
the couple’s nephew, Father gregory Bax-
ter of omaha, nebraska, and Father reg-
inald saldanha, osawatomie. the couple 
was married on aug. 29, 1964, at st. Philip 
neri. their children and their spouses are: 
michelle Butler and tyler Johnson, topeka; 
and Kendra Butler, olathe.

anniversary poliCy
• The Leaven prints 50, 60, 65 and 70th notices. 
• Announcements are due eight days before the desired 
publication date. 

• Announcements must be typed. 
include the following information:
• The couple’s names; their parish; the date they were 
married; church and city where they were married; 
what they are doing to celebrate; date of the celebra-

tion; names of children (if desired); number of grand-
children and great-grandchildren
Send notices to: the leaven, 12615 Parallel Pkwy., Kan-
sas City, KS 66109, attn: anniversaries; or send an email 
to: todd@theleaven.com. 



kalin holthaus (pointing) of st. Michael 
parish, axtell, was one of two vocation 
scholarship recipients honored at the ral-
ly. holthaus is studying with the apostles 
of the interior life in rome. austin bosse 
of st. vincent de paul parish, onaga, re-
ceived a scholarship as well. sister Janel 
olberding (white shirt) also spoke about 
the apostles of the interior life in rome, 
where she has served for the past 10 
years. 

kelly Colangelo, a youth minister from florida, led the youth in games and was one of the 
featured presenters for the day.

Megan schultejans fielded an answer from damian gordon, a member of st. gregory parish 
in Marysville, during a trivia contest. gordon won a dvd of the film, “god’s not dead.” 

archbishop naumann signed the shirt of Maddy kuckelman from st. Michael parish in axtell as patricia 
heiman looked on. “god’s not dead” was the theme for this year’s rally.

archbishop naumann celebrated Mass to conclude the day. Concelebrating with the archbishop were, from left, father pat sullivan and 
father scott Wallisch. Msgr. gary applegate, right, was the master of ceremonies.

nearly 1,000 attended the 17th annual kelly youth rally on aug. 16. The day featured music, guest speakers, a painting performance by 
Mike debus, as well as Mass with archbishop naumann.

Faith in 
a Field

Kelly Youth rally draws nearly
1,000 for a day of faith-filled fun

photos BY Julie holthaus

The local fourth-degree knights of Columbus provided an honor guard, as fathers pat sullivan, scott Wallisch, barry Clayton, 
Mariada sesseti, arul Carasala and archbishop Joseph f. naumann processed in for the sunset Mass.

angela holthaus, left, and Jenna Macke led the crowd in song during the evening Mass. The band included 
five youths from sacred heart parish, baileyville, and st. bede parish, kelly.
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By Bronwen Dachs
Catholic News Service

CAPE TOWN, South Africa 
(CNS) — Hunger and panic 
are spreading among people 
unable to work because of 

restrictions aimed at containing the 
spread of Ebola in Liberia and Sierra 
Leone, say church workers in West 
Africa.

In Liberia’s capital, Monrovia, 
church groups “are trying to get food 
and distribute it to families who have 
asked us to help, but movement is 
heavily restricted and there is little 
we can do,” Salesian Father Jorge Cri-
safulli, provincial superior in West 
Africa, said in an Aug. 22 telephone 
interview from Accra, Ghana.

Neighborhoods in Monrovia have 
been sealed off under terms of the 
government-imposed state of emer-
gency.

The World Health Organization has 
estimated that more than 2,600 peo-
ple in West Africa have been infected 
with Ebola since March. More than 
1,400 people have died from the virus.

Food prices in Liberia are “rising 
steeply and people are hungry,” Father 
Crisafulli said, noting that “markets in 
the city that are usually bustling are 
now empty and no trading is happen-
ing.” 

People are unable to get to work 
and, “while they still have to buy food, 
they have no money because they 
can’t work,” he said.

“There is great fear of spread of 
disease where there are large groups 
of people,” he added.

Liberia, Sierra Leone and Guinea 
are the countries mainly affected by 
the current Ebola outbreak.

“Particularly in Liberia, Ebola has 
become an economic and social prob-
lem as well as a health problem,” Fa-
ther Crisafulli said, noting that “pan-
ic and fear are now greater problems 
than the disease itself.”

“Feelings of isolation are brought 
on by international fear of ‘Ebola 
countries’ and banning of flights,” he 
said, adding that “people feel like lep-
ers of earlier centuries.” 

Many people recover from Ebola 
and return to their families, and there 
are “stories of extraordinary courage” 
in the face of death, he said.

Hunger is also a major problem in 
Sierra Leone, said Father Peter Kon-
teh, executive director of Caritas for 
the Archdiocese of Freetown, citing 
as an example a complex near his own 
home that has been quarantined. 

Security guards were placed at the 
gate of the Freetown complex that is 
home to 54 people after the Aug. 6 
death of an Ebola-infected doctor who 
lived there, he said.

While the guards ensure no one 
enters or leaves, there are stories that 
some have been bribed by residents 
“who said they were desperate to get 
out to buy food,” he said in an Aug. 25 
telephone interview.

Places affected by Ebola are quar-
antined for 21 days, he said.

Father Konteh said he and other 
church workers were investigating 
ways to provide food to people in sim-
ilar situations “to help prevent des-
peration.” 

While Caritas’ European staffers 

have returned home, the local staff 
continue their work, he said, noting 
that “one of our finance clerks who 
has lost nine members of her family to 
Ebola still comes to work every day.”

Food prices have escalated, partic-
ularly since the border between Sierra 
Leone and Guinea was closed in June, 
Father Konteh said.

Many people in Sierra Leone buy 
their food with money earned the 
same day, mostly through informal 
trading, he said, noting that the clo-
sure of trading places has led to severe 
levels of hunger. 

Salesians in Liberia are “also wor-
rying about how to pay teachers’ 
salaries” after they had to shut their 
schools in line with the state of emer-
gency, Father Crisafulli said.

“We still need to pay salaries, but 
we have no school fees to use for this,” 
he said, adding that “the education 
system here is already in crisis and 
now everyone has the added setback 
of losing an academic year.” 

Ebola is spread among humans 
through direct contact with infected 
bodily fluids.

Panic, hunger spread in Ebola areas

CNS Photo/AhMed JAllANzo, ePA

liberian police in protective clothing control residents of Monrovia’s West point neighborhood 
waiting for food rations to be handed out aug. 21. Church workers say hunger and panic are 
major problems in liberia and sierra leone as neighborhoods are sealed off in an effort to curb 
the spread of ebola.

Migrants in Mexico face 
dangerous conditions

saltIllo, mexico (cns) — migrants 
traveling through mexico still run the 
risk of robbery, rape and kidnap, despite 
laws approved in recent years to curb 
such crimes, said a new report by the 
Inter-american commission on human 
rights. “they don’t know their rights or 
prefer not to exercise them if it means 
being visible” to the authorities, said the 
report, written by commission member 
Felipe gonzalez and containing con-
tributions from catholic-run shelters 
for central american migrants mov-
ing through mexico. the commission 
is part of the organization of american 
states. In saltillo aug. 19, the day after 
the report was released, gonzalez told 
local leaders the situation of not trust-
ing the authorities or knowing their 
rights “forms a vicious circle of impuni-
ty. . . . they don’t have access to justice. 
they’re scared of being detained. If they 
are detained, they are unable to exer-
cise their rights.” the report highlighted 
mexico’s unsafe conditions for central 
american migrants, who have headed 
to the united states in increasing num-
bers — especially children attempting to 
reunite with parents or escape poverty 
and violence. 

Church without women 
religious ‘wouldn’t be there’

lusaKa, Zambia (cns) — archbish-
op telesphore mpundu told catholic 
nuns from eastern and central africa 
they deserve a commendation for do-
ing a difficult and challenging job for 
the marginalized. archbishop mpundu, 
president of the Zambian bishops’ con-
ference, celebrated mass aug. 19 for 
delegates to the association of conse-
crated Women in eastern and central 
africa meeting in the Zambian capital. 
“You can imagine a church without 
women religious, it wouldn’t be there. 
You are found where not even a bish-
op can be,” he told them. “You die on 
your feet. When a sister goes to bed or 
is sick, she must be really sick.” he said 
bishops were at times called to quell 
disagreements that arose between pa-
rishioners and nuns, but he described 
such things as issues that happen with-
in the family of god. “We give thanks to 
god for your presence, your charisma,” 
archbishop mpundu said.
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By Mike Stechschulte
Catholic News Service

DETROIT (CNS) — Thom 
Mann believes Catholics 
in the Detroit metro area 
have always wanted to see 

Detroit’s beautiful, historic inner-city 
churches filled again — many have 
even wanted to visit themselves — but 
just needed “a little push” to do so.

But what started as a little push 
has turned into a tidal wave for the 
once-fledgling “Mass mob” move-
ment, which began in early spring 
and has blossomed into a resounding 
“Amen” as pews have become packed 
with every successive outing.

The latest, on Aug. 10, saw more 
than 2,000 people attend Mass at a his-
toric Polish church that hasn’t heard 
that many “Peace be with yous” in at 
least three decades. The site was St. 
Albertus Church, which closed as an 
active parish in 1990 but continues to 
operate as a center for Polish heritage 
in the city.

“At first, we thought having them 
once a month would be too many — 
how would we fill them up? But now, 
we’re overflowing,” said Mann, who 
with three others is organizing the 
Mass mobs, five of which have been 
held so far.

Since the first one April 6 brought 
150 people to St. Hyacinth Church on 
the near-east side, congregations have 
grown “exponentially,” Mann said, 
drawing 400 to St. Charles Borromeo, 
900 to St. Joseph, 1,800 to Sweetest 
Heart of Mary and now more than 
2,000 to St. Albertus, with congregants 
spilling out the doors.

Anthony Battaglia, another of the 
organizers, said the turnout has been 
“beyond my wildest expectations.” 

Battaglia, who works with the social 
media team at DTE Energy, said he 
first learned about the idea for the 
Mass mobs in Detroit’s archdiocesan 
newspaper and decided to get in-
volved.

“I was reading an editorial in The 
Michigan Catholic, I believe in April, 
and the editorialist was writing about 
the Buffalo Mass mob project, and 
basically said, ‘We could have one 
of these in Detroit, and all we would 
need is someone to organize that,’” 
Battaglia said. “And reading the story, 
I thought, ‘I have background in social 
media. Why not be the organizer?’”

It was soon afterward that Battaglia 
learned of other efforts to start up a 
movement aimed at helping Detroit’s 

aesthetically breathtaking, but now 
mostly empty, Catholic churches re-
gain some of their lost vigor. Joining 
efforts with Mann, AnnaMarie Barnes 
and Jeff Stawasz, he took to social me-
dia to promote it.

Battaglia said the draw for visitors 
is obvious.

“Not only is it a great spiritual ex-
perience, but you get to learn so much 
about the history of this community, 
the history of these churches in De-
troit, the history of the people who 
came here, some of the struggles, 
and just what went into the creation 
of some of these massive church-
es,” Battaglia said, adding that even 
non-Catholics can appreciate such 
history.

‘Mass mob’ goes beyond ‘wildest expectations’

CNS Photo/JoNAthAN FRANCIS, ARChdIoCeSe oF detRoIt

More than 2,000 people attend Mass at historic st. albertus Church in detroit aug. 10. The Mass 
was organized as part of a “Mass mob” movement to fill now-closed historic inner-city detroit 
churches for occasional Masses. st. albertus is no longer an active parish but the church remains 
open as a center for polish heritage.

ST. LOUIS (CNS) — Residents 
of Ferguson “are struggling to 
find peace in the chaos” that 
has followed the shooting 

death of an unarmed teen by a po-
lice officer and “as people of Christ, 
we are struggling to find direction in 
the unrest,” said Archbishop Robert J. 
Carlson of St. Louis.

“We are all aware of the turmoil 
and tragedy our St. Louis community 
is experiencing,” he said in an Aug. 18 
letter to Catholics of the archdiocese.

After visiting Ferguson, about 11 
miles from downtown St. Louis, and 
offering prayers at a memorial there 
to 18-year-old Michael Brown, Arch-
bishop Carlson said he has been ob-
serving and reflecting “through much 
prayer” on what has taken place on a 
daily basis since the Aug. 9 shooting, 
the events that have gone back-and- 
forth from peaceful protests to vio-
lence and looting.

Brown’s shooting has brought re-
newed attention to deep racial ten-
sions in Ferguson and long-standing 
divisions between minorities and law 
enforcement. Brown was black, and 
the police officer who shot him is 
white.

“I find strength in the prayer of St. 
Francis of Assisi: ‘Lord, make me an 
instrument of your peace,’” Archbish-
op Carlson said. “In all circumstances, 
but especially in these difficult times, 
we are all called to be instruments 
of peace through our words and ac-
tions.”

He encouraged all parishes in 
the archdiocese to offer Masses “for 
peace in our community” and have 
other activities such as a Holy Hour 
or a parish rosary as part of the effort.

As Catholic schools start the new 
year, he has asked them to begin a dai-
ly rosary for peace and to offer special 
intentions during all school Masses.

He also noted in his letter that 
Catholic Family Services, an agency 
of Catholic Charities of the archdio-
cese, has made counselors available 
to any Catholic school that requests 
assistance. The agency has also pub-
licized tips for parents and schools 
when dealing with crisis situations, 
he said.

st. louis 
archbishop urges 
prayers for peace 

to calm chaos

WASHINGTON (CNS) 
— Pro-life groups that 
have battled with the 
federal government 

since the first rules were issued on 
contraceptive coverage in 2012 derided 
the government’s latest rules allowing 
religious institutions — and potential-
ly some for-profit companies — to opt 
out of the contraceptive mandate in 
the Affordable Care Act. 

“Once again, HHS (the federal De-
partment of Health and Human Ser-
vices) continues to violate the con-

science rights of Americans while 
claiming just the opposite,” said an 
Aug. 22 statement from Charmaine 
Yoest, president and CEO of Ameri-
cans United for Life. “Our own orga-
nization is a good example of the chal-
lenge posed: Americans United for 
Life is a public interest law firm that 
opposes life-ending drugs and devic-
es required under the HHS mandate,” 
Yoest said. 

“Nevertheless, because we are not a 
faith-based group, we may be forced to 
purchase life-ending drugs and devices 

following the radical pro-abortion po-
litical agenda of this administration.” 

An Aug. 22 fact sheet from the fed-
eral Centers for Medicare and Medic-
aid Services outlined the interim final 
regulations, issued after two Supreme 
Court actions: a June 30 ruling that, un-
der the Religious Freedom Restoration 
Act, closely held companies may be ex-
empted from the contraceptive coverage 
requirement as a religious right, and a 
July 3 temporary stay granted to Chris-
tian-run Wheaton College in Illinois 
from complying with the HHS mandate.

groups lash out at new opt-out rules for hhs mandate



august
a 12-step spirituality work-
shop will be held at Sanctuary 
of Hope Retreat center, 2601 
ridge ave., Kansas city, Kansas, 

on  aug. 30 from 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. the 
workshop will feature speakers from 
narcotics anonymous, alcoholics anon-
ymous, overeaters anonymous and al-
anon Family group. the cost to attend is 
a suggested donation of $20. to register, 
call (913) 321-4673 or send an email to: 
julie@sanctuaryofhope.org.

Queen of the Holy Rosary church, 71st 
and metcalf, overland Park, will host a 
taco dinner on aug. 30 from 1 - 6 p.m. 
the cost to attend is $6.50 per plate; $3 
for a child’s plate. tickets are available at 
the door. this is a fundraiser for our lady 
of guadalupe society ministry. 

Sts. Peter and Paul Parish, 411 
Pioneer, seneca, will host a par-
ish picnic on aug. 31. a roast 
beef and ham dinner will be 

served beginning at 4:30 p.m. the cost 
to attend is $8 for adults; $5 for children. 
carryout meals will be available. Bingo, 
concessions, games, a beer garden, a live 
auction and a teen dance will follow. the 
auction will begin at 8:30 p.m.

September
Persons of all christian traditions 
are invited to participate in a 
Taize prayer on sept. 4 at 7 p.m. 
in annunciation chapel on the 

campus of the motherhouse of the Sis-
ters of charity of Leavenworth, 4200 s. 
4th st., leavenworth. For more informa-
tion, visit the website at: www.marillac 
center.org, or call (913) 680-2342.

“Soiree of Music and Wine,” an 
evening featuring musical per-
formances by alumni and sisters 
of the university of saint mary, 

will be held on sept. 5 from 6 - 8:30 p.m. 
the fundraiser is for Kc alumni coun-
cil scholarships and will be held in Loch 
Lloyd, Missouri. there will be appetiz-
ers, refreshments and music. For more 
information and reservations, call sharon 
clay at (913) 758-6108 or send an email 
to: sharon.clay@stmary.edu. the cost to 
attend is a minimum donation of $30. 

the church of the ascension 
Knights of columbus 2014 bar-
becue contest will be  held sept. 
5 - 6. the cost to attend is $100 

per team. the contest will follow KcBs 
rules and will be overseen by glenn smith, 
an experienced KcBs certified judge. For 
more information or to register, visit the 

website at: www.ascensionkofc.com.

“aging Gracefully,” a day of re-
flection led by sister antonella 
Bayer, csJ, will be held at Sanc-
tuary of Hope Retreat center, 

2601 ridge ave., Kansas city, Kansas, 
on sept. 6 from 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. reflect 
on the chapters of your life and explore 
gateways to spiritual growth. the cost 
to attend is a suggested donation of $25 
and includes lunch.  to register, call (913) 
321-4673 or send an email to: julie@
sanctuaryofhope.org.

our lady of unity Parish will host its 
fourth annual Unity Fest on sept. 6 from 
11 a.m. - 10 p.m. at Sacred Heart Field, 
2646 s. 34th st., Kansas city, Kansas. 
there will be carnival games and inflat-
ables for the kids, all-day entertainment 
including different musical groups, mari-
achi groups, a kids talent contest, dance 
groups and much more. there will be a 
barbecue, traditional mexican style food 
and drinks, and a silent auction in the hall. 
everyone is invited. For more information, 
call augustine oropeza at (913) 236-6271. 

a Mass of thanksgiving will be held sept. 
6 at 8 a.m. at  Sts. cyril and Methodius 
church, 44 n. mill st., Kansas city, Kan-
sas. Join archbishop Joseph F. naumann 
for mass and a rosary procession to the 
closed abortion clinic in Kansas city, Kan-
sas. after nine years, this will be the final 
monthly mass and rosary procession at 
this location.
 

the seventh annual Mother Te-
resa’s Holy Smokin’ Jamboree 
will be held sept. 6 - 7 at Mother 
Teresa church, 2014 n.W. 46th 

st., topeka. the weekend will consist of 
family fun including kids games, bouncy 
toys, bingo, a car show, silent auction, 5K 
walk/run, smoke off, craft booth, cake-
walk, pitch tournament, live entertain-
ment by nucklehead Jones, barbecue 
and more.  For more information, visit the 
website at: www.mtcctopeka.org, or call 
(785) 286-2188.

“The catholic Divorce Surviv-
al Guide,” an 11-week program, 
will begin sept. 9 at Prince of 
Peace Parish, 16000 W. 143rd 

st., olathe. class starts at 6 p.m. in the 
marian room in the school building. the 
cost to attend is $50 per person, and in-
cludes all materials for the 11 weeks. to 
enroll or for more information, call Julie 
Knoche at (913) 710-7083.

James Finley, renowned retreat 
leader and merton scholar, will 
give a presentation, “Exploring 
Intimacy with God in Prayer,” 

on sept. 11 at guardian angels church, 
1310 Westport rd., Kansas city, missouri. 

the cost to attend is $15 at the door. For 
more information, call mike matteuzzi 
(913) 253-2510.
 

“Praying with our Blessed 
Mother,” a day retreat for wom-
en, will be held sept. 13 from 
8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. at annun-

ciation church, Frankfort. members of 
the apostles of the Interior life will be 
present. the day includes mass, speak-
ers, music, discussion and more. lunch 
will be provided. the cost to attend is 
a freewill offering. to register, visit the 
website at: www.annunciationfrankfort.
org, or call (785) 292-4283. the deadline 
to register is sept. 6.

holy angels Parish bazaar and 
dinner will be held sept. 14 at 
St. Rose School, 520 e. 4th ave., 
garnett. the turkey, beef, and 

homemade chicken and noodles meal 
will be served from 11:30 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
the cost to attend is: $9 for adults; $5 
for children under the age of 10; $10 for 
takeout. there will also be many raffle 
drawings, a quilt raffle, baked goods, and 
crafts for sale. 

advice and aid Pregnancy cen-
ters, Inc., is in need of volun-
teers and will be offering a vol-
unteer informational meeting on 

sept. 15 from 7 - 9 p.m. the meeting will 
be held at 11644 W. 75th st., shawnee. 
For more information on volunteering in 
this ministry or to rsvP, contact mary 
newcomer at (913) 962-0200 or send an 
email to: volunteer@adviceandaid.com.

Sanctuary of Hope, 2601 ridge 
ave., Kansas city, Kansas, will 
host a charismatic retreat be-
ginning sept. 20 and ending with 

noon mass on sept. 21. ed Wills will direct 
the retreat with the theme, “learning to 
listen to god.” For more information, call 
(913) 649-2026.

the 10th annual citywide chris-
tian singles picnic will be held 
aug. 23 from 4 - 9 p.m. at Indi-
an creek Park, 103rd and marty, 

overland Park.

October
Villa St. Francis, olathe, will 
host a celebratory dinner to 
mark the 70th anniversary of 
the skilled nursing center on oct. 

24 at church of the ascension, overland 
Park. to make reservations, contribute to 
the event as a benefactor or for more in-
formation, contact gloria adams, at (913) 
768-4323.
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“We constantly hear how grateful 
children are that their parents 

had things taken care of. Have you
done this for your children?”

Funeral home  •  crematory  •  memorial chapels  

10901 Johnson Drive
Shawnee, Kansas 66203
Telephone 913-631-5566

Fax 913-631-2236

www.amosfamily.comGregg Amos

Wanted to buy - lionel trains. Call (913) 485-6700.

Wanted to buy - Antique/vintage jewelry, lighters, 
fountain pens, post card collections, paintings/prints, 

pottery, sterling, china dinnerware. 
Renee Maderak, (913) 631-7179. 

St. Joseph Parish, Shawnee

anTiQues WanTed - I buy older wrist- and pocket watch-
es, silverware, antique toy banks, crock jugs, postcards 
and photographs, Babe Ruth autographs, pharmaceutical 
drug store soda fountain and military items. Call (913) 642-
8269 or (913) 593-7507.

FoR SAle
for sale - At Resurrection Cemetery, two easements in 
mausoleum. Today’s selling price is $12,000; offering this 
space for $9,000. Contact A. Kelly at (913) 649-9691.

for sale - Mt. Calvary grave, section 11. Side by side. Great 
price. opening and closing included. Call Anne at (913) 
299-3808.

for sale - Resurrection Cemetery, 83rd and quivira, 
lenexa. Ascension Garden. 2 grave plots, side by side. val-
ued at $1,700 apiece. Asking price $1,500 apiece or best 
offer. Call (913) 486-7200.

Max’s rosaries - Custom-made locally for all occasions 
– first Communion, confirmation, baptism, graduation. Ro-
sary bracelets and beaded earrings too! I also do repairs. 
Member of the Church of the Ascension, overland Park. 
Call (913) 400-3236.

for sale - 2010 Nissan versa Sedan 1.8 S. 58,000 miles. 
Runs well, great gas mileage. AC, Cd, CC and power win-
dows/locks. $9,095. Call or text (913) 244-5630.

for sale - Nearly new Canon MF Image Class 6530 copier/
scanner/printer/fax machine. $200. Call (913) 221-5822.

residential lifts - Buy/sell/trade. Stair lifts, porch lifts, 
ceiling lifts and elevators. Recycled and new equipment. 
Member of St. Michael the Archangel Parish, leawood. Call 
Silver Cross KC at (913) 327-5557. 

RooMMAte
Wanted - Catholic female college student flat mate near 
Ku campus. 2 BR, 1 BA walk-out basement. utilities includ-
ed. $400 a month. Send an email to: krische3104@gmail.
com.

ReNtAl
family home for rent - Available July, Aug. or Sept. for year-
ly lease. 4 BR, 2-1/2 BA, 2 car, new appliances, new carpet, 
wood floors, fireplace, formal dining and living areas; around 
1,900 square feet, plus full unfinished basement; great 
neighborhood, walk to Christ the King School. Rent is $1,325 
per month on a yearly lease. owner will consider a sale at 
$150,000. Address is 5862 S.W. 27th St., topeka. Call Mr. 
Salazar to arrange a viewing at (785) 230-2676.

ReAl eStAte
Wanted to buy: I Need houSeS! I buy them as is, with no 
repairs. You can even leave behind what you don’t want. We 
buy houses that need foundation or roof repair. All sales are 
cash with no strings attached. Please call Mark edmondson 
at (913) 980-4905. holy trinity Parish member.  

home for sale - 4 BR, 2 BA, 1-car garage, finished basement; 
1218 square feet. Asking $85,000. Christ the King/Resurrec-
tion area. If interested, call Samantha at (913) 568-7645.

for sale by owner - 2224 Somerset, Prairie village. 2 BR, 
1 BA, 1-car garage. 1000 square feet. Newer siding, garage 
door and 2-car drive. Needs paint and carpet. original bath 
and kitchen. $102,999. Call (913) 648-1026.

home for sale - 5 BR, 4-1/2 BA beauty located two blocks 
from St. thomas Aquinas high School. has been totally 
remodeled with fresh paint inside and out, new granite 
countertops and new stainless steel appliances. New floor-
ing with hardwoods, tile and carpet throughout. two utility 
areas — one on second floor and one in basement. Also new 
roof, drive, landscaping, lighting and hardware. Call Wayne 
at (913) 710-5820.

                                                                                                      

vACAtIoN
branson getaway - Walk-in condo on Pointe Royale Golf 
Course. Sleeps 6. Close to lakes and entertainment. Fully 
furnished. Pool and hot tub available. No cleaning fee. Nightly 
and weekly rates. discounts available. Call (913) 515-3044.

MISCellANeouS
our lady of hope. Catholics with an Anglican and Methodist 
heritage. Formal and friendly. visitors welcome.  Mass Satur-
days at 4 p.m., St. therese little Flower, 5814 euclid, Kansas 
City, Mo. Fulfills Sunday obligation. Father ernie davis. dr. 
Bruce Prince-Joseph, organist. For more information, send an 
email to:  frernie3@gmail.com or call (816) 729-6776.

>> continued from page 12eMPloyMeNt
Coordinator of religious education - St. Michael the 
Archangel Parish, leawood, has an immediate opening for 
a coordinator of religious education. this ministry position 
is responsible for the organization and implementation of 
the religious education program for grades K - 8. the ideal 
person will have a solid understanding of the Catholic faith 
as well as the ability to share that knowledge with both 
children and adult volunteers. Catechist certification and 
teaching experience preferred; proficiency in Word, excel 
and Publisher necessary. this is a full time position and is 
eligible for the archdiocese benefits package, including 
health, dental and 401(k) plan. Please send a cover letter 
and resume by email to: maryann.moore@stmichaelcp.org.

preacher relations liaison - Founded by lay Catholics in 
1981, unbound is a sponsorship organization that answers 
the Gospel call to serve the poor. We work side by side 
with people of diverse faith traditions in 21 countries. We 
bring people together to challenge poverty in innovative 
ways. If you have a heart for working with families living 
in poverty, and the experience and skills needed, please 
consider working for us. We are seeking a preacher re-
lations liaison to support Unbound’s Catholic outreach 
efforts and preacher team. this individual builds and 
nurtures relationships with unbound preachers and pre-
senters, encourages them in their efforts, provides guid-
ance and feedback and handles associated administrative 
tasks. the preacher relations liaison should be a capable 
presenter who can also speak on behalf of unbound at 
Catholic parishes, schools, conferences and events. this 
role requires domestic travel approximately 20-30 percent 
of the time, which usually occurs on the weekends. one 
or two international trips may also occur each year. For 
a complete list of job requirements and qualifications, 
please visit the website at: www.unbound.org/employ 
ment to review and apply. Salary doe. Range $43-50K 
with excellent benefits.

.net developer - Position available at unbound. Work at 
an organization where your skills will make a difference in 
the lives of families living in poverty around the world. Re-
sponsibilities include the development and maintenance 
of proprietary computer systems for unbound. duties 
include designing, coding, testing and implementing soft-
ware solutions. this position requires two or more years 
of experience programming and maintaining software 
applications in a .Net framework being highly proficient 
in C# and Sql queries. Candidate must have experience 
with .NetWinforms and reporting tools, such as Crystal 
Reports. Individual must have an understanding and expo-
sure to oRM tools such as entity framework or Nhibernate 
and experience with third-party controls, such as telerik, 
Infragristic, vintasoft or SecureBlackBox, Jira or Git source 
control a plus. Candidate must be able to work with all 
levels of users and IS staff and have a service-oriented at-
titude. the individual must be able to work and function 
effectively as a member of a team or small group. this is 
a full-time on-site position. Please send cover letter, sal-
ary requirements and resume by email to: hrresume@
unbound.org.

Choir accompanist/liturgical keyboardist - holy trinity 
Church, 9150 Pflumm Rd., lenexa. the part-time salaried 
choir accompanist works under the leadership of the di-
rector of music to assist in preparing the holy trinity Cho-
rale for three weekend Masses per month and designated 
special liturgies. A downloadable job description is avail-
able on the website at: www.htlenexa.org/getinvolved/
musicministries. Contact dr. Chloë Stodt by email at: 
cstodt@htlenexa.org, or call (913) 895-0682.

Music minister/assistant youth minister - this is a 
full-time position of leadership charged with integrating 
relevant music into all aspects of youth ministry, assisting 
in the continued implementation of the life teen model of 
youth ministry. the  music minister/assistant youth minis-
ter will join a team that includes a full-time coordinator of 
youth ministry, responsible for junior high, and a full-time 
high school youth minister. Responsibilities will include 
leading worship and organizing and rehearsing the band 
for the Sunday night youth Mass; additional work will 
involve coordinating and implementing music into other 
aspects of the youth ministry and assisting with the plan-
ning and implementation of our programs. our life teen 
ministry was started in 2001 with our center in the youth 
Mass and relational ministry. our year-round ministry 
includes weekly youth Mass, weekly Sunday night life 
Nights/junior high sessions, prayer/worship gatherings, 
annual retreats and more. Send an email with letter and 
resume to: kwalters@htslenexa.org, or mail to: Kris Wal-
ters, 9150 Pflumm Rd., lenexa, KS 66215.

sales professionals - We respect your many years of 
experience; we value and need your wisdom. We only 
ask if you are “coachable”? If so, Catholic Cemeteries of 
Northeast Kansas has openings for sales trainees in our 
Johnson, Shawnee and Wyandotte County area cemeter-
ies. An excellent earning of $40K to $50K+ in commission 
is legitimate income potential for the first year. training 
allowance your first 30 days, then draw + commission 
with bonus opportunities. Med, life, dental, optical, pre-
scription, 401(k) plans, etc., are some of the many perks 
our employees receive. excellent opportunities for women 
and men interested in sales career and in helping people. 
Advancement opportunities are available for hard-work-
ing and focused individuals. Must be willing to work some 
evenings and weekends when our client families are avail-
able to see us in their homes. once you learn our formula 
for success, your schedule is determined by you. Please 
email your resume and contact information to: mpino@
cathcemks.org or fax to (913) 353-1413.

Cfnek accounting assistant - the Archdiocese of Kan-
sas City in Kansas is seeking an individual for its account-
ing team for the Catholic Foundation of Northeast Kansas 
(CFNeK). this position is responsible for preparing annual 
financial statements and periodic reporting for board and 
committee meetings, and recording transactions. Ideal 
candidate will be a practicing Catholic in good standing; 
have two to five years of accounting experience; be profi-
cient at data input and analysis; and demonstrate effective 
communication skills, written and verbal. Position requires 
a bachelor’s degree in accounting, minimum of 2 years of 
accounting experience preferred. A complete job descrip-
tion, application and benefits information are available on 
the archdiocese’s website at: www.archkck.org/jobs. In-
terested individuals should mail cover letter, resume, and 
application to: Archdiocese of Kansas City in Kansas, office 
of human Resources, CFNeK Accounting Assistant Search, 
12615 Parallel Pkwy., Kansas City, KS 66109, or send by email 
to: jobs@archkck.org.

administrative assistant - St. Michael the Archangel 
Parish, leawood, has an immediate opening for an admin-
istrative assistant.  duties will include member registration, 
building scheduling, assistance with hR and virtus training 
paperwork and compliance. Applicants must have strong 
computer skills, including Word, excel, database man-
agement and facility scheduling software. the successful 
applicant for this position will be very detail-oriented and 
self-directed, and will possess strong organizational, com-
munication (both written and spoken) and interpersonal 
skills. this is a part-time position, averaging 25 hours per 
week. For a copy of the complete job description, or to sub-
mit a resume, please send an email to the parish administra-
tor at: chris.arth@stmichaelcp.org, or by mail to 14251 Nall 
Ave., leawood, KS 66223. 

youth minister - holy trinity Church, lenexa, a vibrant 
parish of 2700+ families, is seeking a proactive and en-
thusiastic youth minister to lead our senior or junior high 
youth ministry. you will be joining a committed team of 
2 youth ministers and over 30 core volunteers. Given the 
type of work we do, you will design and lead small/large 
weekly gatherings; train and motivate diverse volunteer 
teams; coordinate retreats, events and trips; develop re-
lationships with students and work somewhat eclectic 
hours. We pay competitively, we’re good to work with, and 
we have a bunch of fun with all we do. If creative ideas 
are common, you have a passion for Christ and his church, 
you’re willing to be a part of a parish ministry team, and 
have a love for the hearts of teenagers, this might be the 
right fit. College degree required and experience/theolog-
ical credentials are a big bonus. Send an email with letter 
and resume to: kwalters@htslenexa.org or by mail to: Kris 
Walters, 9150 Pflumm Rd., lenexa, KS 66215.

financial representatives - due to the success and 
growth of the Knights of Columbus, we are adding a fi-
nancial representative in the Kansas City metro, topeka, 
and Garnett - Greeley area. Ideal for a determined, high 
energy, high expectation, professional, self-disciplined, 
independent individual desiring to serve others, yet earn 
a better-than-average income. We provide top-rated finan-
cial products to our members and their families and will 
provide excellent benefits and training. Please contact 
John A. Mahon, general agent, for more information or an 
interview by sending an email to: john.mahon@kofc.org, 
by phone at (785) 408-8806 or at 1275 topeka Blvd., to-
peka, KS 66612.   

Child care - John Paul II Preschool/Child Care is seeking 
extended day and after-school program staff members to 
work 2:30 - 6 p.m., Mon.-Fri. Contact donna or Kathy at 
(913) 432-6419.

seamstress/alterations - Must have experience in al-
teration of fine dresses and wedding dresses. Must have 
excellent sewing skills and great personality with a strong 
emphasis on customer service. Send resume by email to: 
lccbridal@gmail.com or call (913) 631-3010. Member of St. 
Joseph Parish.

SeRvICeS
got a pC virus? error messages? 

Affordable, quick, reliable It Service. Call, text, or email. 
Matt Karlin (816) 876-6619

mattcomputerfix@gmail.com. Sacred heart Parish

house and office cleaning - honest, reliable; reasonable 
rates. Johnson and surrounding counties. Parishioner of 
Good Shepherd Church. References available. Call (913) 
544-6982.

for Quickbooks help
Call Ann evans
(913) 406-9778

Member of Curé of Ars Parish

piano lessons
“liTTle  MoZarT sTudio”

Motivating, positive, and caring teacher.  
All children excel quickly.  

taking new students for fall semester.
Call (913) 912-1957

Masonry work - quality new or repair work. Brick, block 
and chimney/fireplace repair. Insured; second-generation 
bricklayer. Member of St. Paul Parish, olathe. Call (913) 
829-4336.

electrician - Free estimates; reasonable rates. JoCo and 
south KC metro. Call Pat at  (913) 963-9896.

Mike hammer local moving - A full-service mover. Pack-
ing, pianos, rental truck load/unload, storage container 
load/unload, and in-home moving. No job too small. Serv-
ing JoCo since 1987. St. Joseph, Shawnee, parishioner. Call 
Mike at (913) 927-4347 or send an email to: mike@mike 
hammermoving.com. 

professional window cleaning - Residential only. Insured 
and bonded. over 40 years experience. Free estimates. 
Contact Gene Jackson at (913) 593-1495.

Junkyard dawg garage, yard and debris cleanup.  
Call Josh for an estimate for cleaning and hauling away at 

(913) 314-0171 and let’s get ’er done!

bankruptcy consultation - If debts are overwhelming 
you, seek hope and help from compassionate, experienced 
Catholic attorney, teresa Kidd. For a free consultation, call 
(913) 422-0610; send an email to: tkidd@kc.rr.com; or vis-
it the website at: www.teresakiddlawyer.com. We moved! 
Come check out our new office in lenexa. 

garage door and opener sales and service - 24-hour, 
7-day-a-week service on all types of doors. Replace bro-
ken springs, cables, hinges, rollers, gate openers, entry 
and patio doors, and more. over 32 years of experience. 
Call (913) 227-4902.

agua fina irrigation and landscape 
the one-stop location for your project! 

landscape and irrigation design, 
installation and maintenance. 
Cleanup and grading services 

it’s time to repair your lawn. 20% discount on lawn 
renovations with mention of this ad. 

visit the website at: www.goaguafina.com 
Call (913) 530-7260 or (913) 530-5661

Tutor - tutoring for K-12 in various subjects and test prepa-
rations. tutor has an M.ed. from Rockhurst university. Ses-
sions are done in a fun and meaningful context. For more 
information, please call Kathleen (913) 206-2151 or send 
an email to: klmamuric@yahoo.com.

Tim the handyman - Small jobs, faucets, garbage dispos-
als, toilets, ceiling fans, light fixtures, painting, wall ceiling 
repair, wood rot, siding, decks, doors, windows, and gutter 
cleaning. Call (913) 526-1844.

Tree service - Pruning trees for optimal growth and beau-
ty and removal of hazardous limbs or problem trees. Free 
consultation and bid. Safe, insured, professional. Cristofer 
estrada, Green Solutions of KC, (913) 378-5872. www.
GreenSolutionsKC.com.

foley’s lawn Care - (913) 825-4353
Mowing – Weekly programs starting as low as $30.

Spring/Fall cleanups; mulch; landscape maintenance.
Residential/Commercial

Serving Johnson County for 15 years.
www.foleyslawncare.com

hoMe IMPRoveMeNt
drC Construction

We’ll get the job done right the first time.
Windows - doors - decks – Siding

Repair or replace, we will work with you to solve your 
problems. Choose us for any window, door, siding or 

deck project and you’ll be glad you did. 
everything is guaranteed 100%

(913) 461-4052  www.windowservicesoverlandpark.com
drcconswindows@gmail.com

Custom countertops - laminates installed within 5 
days. Cambria, granite, and solid surface. Competitive 
prices, dependable work. Call the top Shop, Inc., at (913) 
962-5058. Members of St. Joseph, Shawnee.

el sol y la  Tierra
*Commercial & residential 

* lawn renovation *Mowing
* Clean-up and hauling

* dirt grading/installation
* landscape design

* Free estimates
hablamos y escribimos ingles!!

Call lupe at (816) 252-3376

helping hand handy Man - home maintenance chores 
available by the hour. Special rate for senior and single-          
parent households. electrical, painting, wood refinishing, 
deck repair, yard work, shelving and organizing. Most home 
problems and needs solved. Member of Prince of Peace, 
olathe. Call Mark Coleman at (913) 526-4490.

door side stained-glass panels - Custom-made to 
overlay your existing windows. Combo of beveled, 
opaque clear, or stained. eliminates need for curtains or 
blinds. 30 years’ experience as a hobby. Have portfolio 
for inspection. Johnson County or south KC metro. Call 
ed at (913) 648-0099.

heating and cooling repair and replacement - Call Joe 
with JB design and Service. licensed and insured with 
20 years experience. Member of divine Mercy Parish. 
Call Joe at (913) 915-6887. 

house painting
Interior and exterior; wall paper removal. 

Power washing, fences, decks. 
30 years experience. References. Reasonable rates. 

Call Joe at (913) 620-5776.

swalms organizing and downsizing service - reduc-
ing Clutter - enjoy an organized home! Basement, 
garage, attic, shop, storage rooms - any room organized!  
Belongings sorted, boxed and labeled, items hauled or 
taken for recycling, trash bagged. For before and after 
photos, visit: www.swalmsorganizing.com. over 20 
years of organizing experience; insured. Call tillar at 
(913) 375-9115.

adept home improvements
Where quality still counts!

Basement finishing, 
Kitchens and baths, 

electrical and plumbing,
licensed and insured. (913) 599-7998

detail construction and remodeling - We offer a full 
line of home remodeling services. Don’t move — re-
model! Johnson County area. Call for a free quote. (913) 
709-8401. 

nelson CreaTions l.l.C.
home remodeling, design/build, kitchens, baths, all inte-
rior and exterior work. Family owned and operated; over 
25 years experience. licensed and insured; commercial 

and residential. Kirk and diane Nelson. 
(913) 927-5240; nelsport@everestkc.net

sTa (sure Thing always) home repair - Basement fin-
ish, bathrooms and kitchens; interior & exterior repairs: 
painting, roofing, siding, wood replacement and window 
glazing. Free estimates. Call (913) 491-5837 or (913) 579-
1835. email: smokeycabin@hotmail.com. Member of 
holy trinity, lenexa.

The drywall doctor, inc. - A unique solution to your dry-
wall problems! We fix all types of ceiling and wall damage 
— from water stains and stress cracks to texture repairs 
and skim coating. We provide professional, timely repairs 
and leave the job site clean! lead-certified and insured! 
Serving the metro since 1997. Call (913) 768-6655. 

local handyman and lawn care - Mowing, painting, wood 
rot, power washing, staining, gutter cleaning, honey-do 
list, hvAC and windows. FRee estimates. Member of holy 
Angels Parish, Basehor. Call Billy at (913) 927-4118.

home improvements - thank you to all my customers 
for being patient as I underwent a life-saving liver trans-
plant. If there is new work or warranty work, please don’t 
hesitate to call. We do windows, siding, doors, decks, ex-
terior painting and wood rot. there is no job too big or 
too small. Call Joshua doherty at (913) 709-7230.

CAReGIvING
Caregiving - We provide personal assistance, companion-
ship, care management, and transportation to the elderly 
and disabled in home, assisted living and nursing facilities. 
We also provide respite care for main caregivers needing 
some personal time. Call daughters & Company at (913) 
341-2500 and speak with laurie, debbie or Gary.

looking for high quality home care? - Whether you’re 
looking to introduce care for your family or simply looking 
to improve your current home care quality, we can help. 
our unique approach to home care has earned us a 99% 
client satisfaction rating among the 1,000-plus families 
we have assisted. We are family-owned, with offices in 
lenexa and lawrence. Call benefits of home - senior 
Care, lenexa: (913) 422-1591 or lawrence: (785) 727-1816 
or www.benefitsofhome.com. 

Caregiving - Caring, responsible 43-year-old Catholic 
woman looking to care for your loved one. 15 years expe-
rience; excellent references. I treat my clients with care, 
respect and love, and find working in this field very reward-
ing. Flexible hours available, and nights and weekends. If 
interested, please call Kara at (913) 909-6659.

happy in My home - do you need extra hands at home, 
with meals, appointments, bathing, transfers, light house-
keeping, and more? happy in My home will be those 
hands! Mention this ad and you will get a rate of $18 an 
hour. We also accept long-term insurance. Call tanya at 
(816) 772-6195.

Caregiving - I am a private duty caregiver/nurse with 17+ 
years experience. I have worked with patients with diabe- 
tes, cancer, dementia, Alzheimer’s, and MS. I am familiar 
with feeding tubes, Foley catheters, hoyer lifts, CPAP and 
oxygen tanks. Bathing, grooming, skin care for diabetic 
sores. Companionship, meal preparation, and light house- 
keeping. Call (816) 786-1794.

Caregiver - Nursing/companion. Let’s keep our older folks 
in their homes. I can provide the medical care and house-
hold management experience. live-in considered. 30 years 
experience. Call (913) 579-5276.

private duty nurse - Independent contractor, primary 
caregiver for hospice patients, after-surgery 24-hour care, 
home health care, traveling companion, massage thera-
pist. Call (913) 384-2119.

WANted to Buy
Will buy firearms and related accessories - one or a 
whole collection. honest evaluation and top prices paid. 
Contact tom at (913) 238-2473. Member of Sacred heart 
Parish, Shawnee. 

>> classifieds continue on page 13
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A number 
of serious 
diseases 

are known to occur 
because of defects 
or mutations in our 
DNA. 

Curing such diseas-
es could, in principle, be 
carried out by rewriting the 
DNA to fix the mutated base 
pairs. Yet until recently, sci-
entists have remained large-
ly stymied in their attempts 
to directly modify genes in a 
living animal. 

Findings described in the 
March 30 issue of Nature 
Biotechnology, however, 
reveal that a novel gene-     
editing technique, known 
as CRISPR  (Clustered 
Regularly Interspaced Short 
Palindromic Repeats), can 
be used successfully in mice 
to reverse disease symptoms 
for a liver defect known as 
type I tyrosinemia. 

In humans, this poten-
tially fatal ailment affects 
about one in 100,000 people. 
CRISPR, which enables 
researchers to snip out the 
mutated piece of DNA and 
replace it with the correct 
sequence, holds the po-
tential for treating other 
genetic disorders as well. As 
the MIT Technology Review 
explains, the recently de-
veloped CRISPR technique 
is proving to be remarkably 
versatile in the hands of 
biomedical researchers:

“This technology could 
allow researchers to per-
form microsurgery on 
genes, precisely and easily 
changing a DNA sequence 
at exact locations on a 
chromosome. . . . CRISPR 
could make gene therapies 
more broadly applicable, 
providing remedies for 
simple genetic disorders 
like sickle-cell anemia and 
eventually even leading to 
cures for more complex 
diseases involving multiple 
genes. Most conventional 
gene therapies crudely place 
new genetic material at a 
random location in the cell 
and can only add a gene. In 
contrast, CRISPR and the 
other new tools also give 
scientists a precise way to 
delete and edit specific bits 
of DNA — even by chang-
ing a single base pair. This 
means they can rewrite the 
human genome at will.”

Correcting mutations in 
the DNA to remedy a seri-
ous medical defect would 

certainly be desirable and 
permissible. In 2008, in a 
document called “Dignitas 
Personae,” the Vatican’s 
Congregation for the Doc-
trine of the Faith agreed that 
trying to restore “the nor-
mal genetic configuration 
of the patient or to counter 
damage caused by genetic 
anomalies” would be moral-
ly acceptable as long as the 
person being treated will 
not “be exposed to risks to 
his health or physical integ-
rity which are excessive.”

Our ability to rewrite 
the human genome at 
will through precise DNA 
editing techniques, how-
ever, does raise substantial 
concerns about misusing 
the technology. In fact, 
researchers are already 
discussing the possibility 
of going beyond therapies 
and treatments, and instead, 
using CRISPR and other 
gene-alteration technologies 
to enhance human charac-
teristics. 

For example, one possible 
direction would be to engi-
neer changes in the genes of 
human muscles so that they 
could be worked harder and 
longer, thereby enhancing 
the performance of athletes 
and soldiers.

This kind of human 
re-engineering would cross 
an important line: Instead 
of helping human beings 
who are struggling against 
serious diseases, scientists 
would now begin manipu-
lating human beings for ul-
terior motives. As “Dignitas 

Personae” puts it: “[S]uch 
manipulation would pro-
mote a eugenic mentality 
and would lead to indirect 
social stigma with regard 
to people who lack certain 
qualities, while privileging 
[others].” 

The document also notes 
how attempting to create a 
new type of human being 
could unmask a dark and 
troubling ideology “in which 
man tries to take the place 
of his Creator,” resulting in 
an “unjust domination of 
man over man.”

Yet the line separating a 
therapy from an enhance-
ment is not always an obvi-
ous one. Some researchers 
have claimed that the most 
common versions of genes 
that many people carry are 
not necessarily the ideal 
versions from the stand-
point of health. 

Thus researchers might 
be able subtly to improve 

matters, for example, by re-
writing normal genes so that 
people could better fight off 
infectious diseases. Would 
such a step be enhancement 
or therapy? 

Even as scientists move 
forward with the project of 
rewriting our own genes to 
cure grave diseases, some 
will be tempted to go fur-
ther and use techniques like 
CRISPR to engineer design-
er human embryos during 
in vitro fertilization. Ge-
netically modified monkeys 
have already been produced 
using this method in China. 

A prior CDF document 
called “Donum Vitae” un-
equivocally describes the 
grave problems with sub-
jugating embryonic human 
beings for research purpos-
es: “To use human embryos 
or fetuses as the object or 
instrument of experimen-
tation constitutes a crime 
against their dignity as hu-
man beings having a right to 
the same respect that is due 
to the child already born 
and to every human person.” 

The remarkable tools 
becoming available not only 
for genetic therapies but 
also for human enhance-
ment projects and embry-
onic manipulation raise 
daunting ethical concerns 
about the subjugation of 
man to his own technolo-
gy and call for thoughtful 
measures and vigilance to 
ensure the proper use of 
these techniques now and in 
the future.

new gene therapies raise daunting ethical concerns

FaTher tAdeuSz
PACholCzyK
Father tadeusz Pacholczyk, a priest 
of the diocese of Fall River, Massa-
chusetts, serves as the director of 
education at the National Catholic 
Bioethics Center in Philadelphia.

Making sense of bioeThiCs

Our ability to re-
write the human 
genome at will 
through precise 
dNa editing tech-
niques, however, 
does raise sub-
stantial concerns 
about misusing 
the technology. 

Tour of the 
ellis county historic churches 

saturday sept 20, 2014
 
st. Fidelis church in victoria was dedicated as a minor basilica in June. this is the 
only minor basilica in Kansas and the newest basilica named in the united states.
  
8 a.m. – depart hays Welcome center at 27th and vine
$10 per person includes: guided tours at each church
caravan-style tour: Individuals or groups can follow along in their own vehicle
ellis county volga german lunch

tour the Basilica of st. Fidelis in victoria, the 
newest minor basilica in the u.s., as well as:
• St. Catherine Church in Catharine
• Holy Cross Church in Pfeifer
• St. Joseph Church in Hays
• St. Francis of Assisi Church in Munjor
• The grotto and chapel at Thomas More Prep-Marian
• Junior-Senior High School in Hays

5 p.m. – mass at the Basilica of st. Fidelis in victoria
 
 

call (785) 628-2624 before sept 17 to sign up for the tour.
 

For more information, go to www.germancapitalofkansas.com
www.elliscountyhistoricalmuseum.org or www.haysusa.net

st. Joseph Church, hays

Concrete Work
Any type of repair and new work

Driveways, Walks, Patios
Member of Queen of the Holy Rosary Parish

Harvey M. Kascht (913) 262-1555

LIFE cHaNGING EVENT?
need to sell a home and personal 

property? We buy everything at once 
and in as is condition.

Call Maggie Sheehan at 816-444-1950 or 
http://wholeestates.com

Sunday’s first reading, 
Jer 20:7-9, allows us 
to overhear a heart-
to-heart conversation 

between Jeremiah and God. 
In that honest exchange, Jer-
emiah complains to God that 
God has tricked him: “You 
duped me, O Lord, and I let 
myself be duped.”

We might well ask: What is 
this trick that God has played 
on Jeremiah? 

An examination of other 
parts of the book of Jeremiah 
reveals the answer. At first, 
Jeremiah found great joy in 
God’s word: “When I found 
your words, I devoured them. 
They became my joy and the 
happiness of my heart” (Jer 
15:16).

But eventually, after this 
initial joy, Jeremiah experi-
ences great suffering because 
of the word of God, specif-
ically because of his part in 

bringing that word to others: 
“The word of the Lord has 
brought me derision and re-
proach all the day” (Jer 20: 8). 
The word of God has made 
his life miserable. 

Despite these difficulties, 
Jeremiah remains committed 
to the word of God: “I say to 
myself, I will not mention 
him, I will speak in his name 
no more. But then it becomes 
like fire burning in my heart, 

imprisoned in my bones.” 
Jeremiah has internalized 

the word of God in such a 
way that it now controls him. 
Even the image of devouring 
the words of God suggests 
the process of internalizing 
God’s message. After all, we 
are what we eat. Jeremiah has 
invested himself so profound-
ly in the word of God, that he 
cannot shake it off.

That explains the inter-
nal struggle that Jeremiah is 
experiencing. On one hand, 
he is deeply drawn to and 
committed to the word of 
God. On the other hand, 
he would like to avoid the 
suffering that results from his 
involvement with the word of 
God. He is torn between the 
two, and that conflict causes 
him extreme anguish.  

Compare Jeremiah’s inter-
nal struggle with the struggle 
between Jacob and the myste-

rious figure, described in Gn 
32: 23-31. The account in Gen-
esis identifies the person that 
Jacob wrestles with as simply 
“the man.” We never learn his 
name. Some commentaries 
suggest that the nameless 
man that Jacob wrestles with 
is the embodiment of Jacob’s 
own dark side. In that case, 
the wrestling bout which 
takes place during the night 
represents Jacob’s internal 
struggle.  Jacob’s dark night of 
the soul anticipates Jeremi-
ah’s own struggle.

But there is an important 
difference. In the Genesis 
story, Jacob prevails in the 
wrestling match. On the other 
hand, Jeremiah acknowledges 
that God has won the strug-
gle: “You were too strong for 
me, and you triumphed.” 

God has won, and that is a 
good thing. 

Don’t litter.
This simple 

concept was 
drilled into me as 

a child. It was a small rule of 
life that spoke of respect — 
not only for nature, but also 
for all the other people with 
whom we share space.

It’s something that’s still 
important to my mom. On 
Sunday afternoons, as we 
head to lunch, she never 
fails to comment on how 
clean — that is, litter-free 
— the road is from Tongan-
oxie to Kansas City, Kansas. 
Occasionally, there will be a 
stray piece of trash but, for 
the most part, it is remark-
ably clean.

No doubt I’m “litter sen-
sitive” not only because of 
Mom, but also from a char-
acter in a comic mystery 
novel by Carl Hiaasen that I 
just finished. One person in 
the story is a serial litterbug; 
another is horrified by this 
man’s insensitive treatment 
of Mother Nature. In fact, 
the guy gets so upset with 
the litterbug that he sends 
him a not-so-subtle message 
by dumping the load from 
a full garbage truck into the 
offender’s unattended, open 
convertible. (The litterbug 
will still not get the message 
and so other “reminders” 
will follow throughout the 

novel.) Now, my folks were 
never that extreme, but 
they did instill in me a deep 
respect for creation, much 
like the man in the following 
story:

A scoutmaster used to 
take his troop on hikes 
along wilderness nature 
trails. After each hike, he 
would challenge the Scouts 
to describe what they had 
observed on their excursion. 
The boys invariably had not 
seen a fraction of what the 
scoutmaster had seen. 

He would wave his arms 
in great circles and shout, 
“Creation is all around you, 
but you are blocking it out. 
Stop wearing your raincoat 
in the shower. You were 
born to look, but you have 
to learn to see!” (Found in 
Father Brian Cavanaugh’s 
“More Sower’s Seeds: Sec-

ond Planting.”)
Did you know that the 

first Saturday after Labor 
Day is called the Carl Garner 
Federal Lands Cleanup 
Day? In the 1980s, Garner 
organized a large citizen 
cleanup of the area around 
Greers Ferry Lake in north-
ern Arkansas. The national 
cleanup day evolved as a 
result of his work. The day 
is set aside to get people to 
“cooperate in preserving 
their environment, particu-
larly federal lands, recreation 
areas and waterways.” Some 
of its long-term goals are 
increasing “people’s sense of 
ownership and community 
pride in these areas” and 
reducing litter. 

Just don’t litter. This 
seems easy, right? But it’s a 
lesson that maybe we need 
to relearn. For instance, have 
you ever followed a pick-
up down the highway and 
watched as trash in its bed 
flew out onto the roadway? 
Or have you ever walked 
through a parking lot after a 
sporting event and seen all 
the debris from tailgaters? 
Sure, “someone” will even-
tually clean things up, but is 
it that much of a burden to 
clean up after ourselves?

And, while we’re on the 
topic of litter, there’s an-
other type that seems to be 

proliferating. These are the 
uncharitable, insensitive 
and generally uninformed 
comments that so often ap-
pear on social media. In fact, 
things have gotten so bad 
that I’m thinking of starting a 
petition to rename it anti-
social media. Recently, The 
Week magazine reported 
that one-in-four Democrats 
and one-in-three Repub-
licans see the other party 
“as a threat to the nation’s 
well-being.” Wow. When 
we fail to see those who are 
different from us as human 
beings first — and label them 
according to a political phi-
losophy or race or religion 
or some other character-
istic — it’s no wonder that 
social media is littered with 
comments that fail to build 
bridges or move people to 
seek shared solutions.

Maybe our disrespect for 
keeping nature beautiful is 
just a consequence of having 
polluted hearts. If we can’t 
seem to stop the “litter-
ing” from the inside out by 
changing our hearts, maybe 
we can start from the outside 
in, by taking better care of 
our physical surroundings.

Beginning this Sept. 6, 
let’s keep it simple: Don’t 
litter — on land or online.
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FaTher 
MARK GoldASICh
Father Mark Goldasich is the pastor of 
Sacred heart Parish in tonganoxie. he 
has been editor of the leaven since 1989.

Mark My Words

god winds up the victor in Jeremiah’s struggle

FaTher MIKe StuBBS
Father Mike Stubbs is the pastor of 
holy Cross Parish in overland Park and 
has a degree in Scripture from harvard 
university.

in The beginning

sCripTure readings

tWeNty-SeCoNd WeeK IN oRdINARy tIMe

Aug. 31
tWeNty-SeCoNd SuNdAy 
IN oRdINARy tIMe
Jer 20: 7-9
Ps 63: 2-6, 8-9
Rom 12: 1-2
Mt 16: 21-27

Sept. 1
Monday
1 Cor 2: 1-5
Ps 119: 97-102
lk 4: 16-30

Sept. 2
tuesday
1 Cor 2: 10b-16
Ps 145: 8-14
lk 4: 31-37

Sept. 3
Gregory the Great, pope, 
doctor of the church
1 Cor 3: 1-9
Ps 33: 12-15, 20-21
lk 4: 38-44

Sept. 4
1 Cor 3: 18-23
Ps 24: 1bc-2, 3-4ab, 5-6
lk 5: 1-11

Sept. 5
1 Cor 4: 1-5
Ps 37: 3-6, 27-28, 39-40
lk 5: 33-39

Sept. 6
Saturday
1 Cor 4: 6b-15
Ps 145: 17-21
lk 6: 1-5

tWeNty-thIRd WeeK IN oRdINARy tIMe

Sept. 7
tWeNty-thIRd SuNdAy 
IN oRdINARy tIMe
ez 33: 7-9
Ps 95: 1-2, 6-9
Rom 13: 8-10
Mt 18: 15-20

Sept. 8
the NAtIvIty oF the 
BleSSed vIRGIN MARy
Mi 5: 1-4a
Ps 13: 6abc
Mt 1: 1-16, 18-23

Sept. 9
Peter Claver, priest
1 Cor 6: 1-11
Ps 149: 1b-6a, 9b
lk 6: 12-19

Sept. 10
1 Cor 7: 25-31
Ps 45: 11-12, 14-17
lk 6: 20-26

Sept. 11
thursday
1 Cor 8: 1b-7, 11-13
Ps 139: 1b-3, 13-14b, 23-24
lk 6: 27-38

Sept. 12
The Most Holy Name of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary
1 Cor 9: 16-19, 22b-27
Ps 84: 3-6, 8, 12
lk 6: 39-42

Sept. 13
John Chrysostom, bishop, 
doctor of the church
1 Cor 10: 14-22
Ps 116: 12-13, 17-18
lk 6: 43-49

pope franCis
human trafficking destroys the lives of mil-

lions of children, women and men each year, 
making it a real threat to peace, the vatican said 
as it announced that Pope Francis’ 2015 World 
Peace day message would focus on the phe-
nomenon. “slaves no more, but brothers and 
sisters” will be the theme for the Jan. 1, 2015, 
commemoration and for the message Pope 

Francis will write for the occasion, according 
to the Pontifical council for Justice and Peace. 
Pope Francis has called human trafficking “a 
crime against humanity” and “an open wound 
on the body of contemporary society, a scourge 
upon the body of christ.”

In describing why Pope Francis chose traf-
ficking as the theme for World Peace day 2015, 
a statement from the Pontifical council for Jus-
tice and Peace said, “many people think that 

slavery is a thing of the past,” but “this social 
plague remains all too real in today’s world” 
with child labor, forced prostitution, trafficking 
for organs and a variety of forms of forced la-
bor. trafficking, which generates huge amounts 
of income for organized crime, threatens peace 
because it is based on a lack of recognition of 
the fundamental human dignity of its victims, 
the vatican statement said.

— CNS

let me tell you a litter story
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seminarian andrew gaffney 
did not want to leave two of his 
seminarian brothers behind so 
he cut out pictures of them and 
attached them to sticks, which 
he faithfully carried in his back-
pack during the entire pilgrim-
age from aug. 4-8. Carter Ziel-
inski, left, and Joe heschmeyer 
missed the pilgrimage because 
of their studies in rome.

s father Mitchel Zimmerman, left, and seminarian doug leikam tour the new Mexico history 
Museum and its “Treasures of devotion” exhibit. The crucifixes date from the late 1700s to 
1900 and were made by artisans who used regional materials and their cultural traditions to 
fashion devotional images for their communities. 

s archbishop naumann makes his way through a portion of the 
Tent rocks national park Canyon Trail. The trail was quite rigor-
ous with a steep climb to the top, which the archbishop made 
with the seminarians. in some spots the trail was only as wide 
as a shoe. loose rocks and narrow passageways made the trail 
challenging.

s a native american guide 
at Taos pueblo in new Mexico 
explains that it is taboo for 
anyone to enter the cemetery 
unless someone is being bur-
ied or on the feast of all souls. 
native americans have lived in 
the pueblo for more than 1000 
years.

seminarians Justin hamil-
ton, left, and luke doyle were 
stopped by the woman in yel-
low who had been a parish-
ioner at Curé of ars parish in 
leawood until moving to new 
Mexico. The seminarians invit-
ed her to Mass with them later 
that day at the Cathedral of st. 
francis of assisi in santa fe.

s

s

SemiNariaNS
ON TOUr

This year, Archbishop Naumann’s annual 
pilgrimage with seminarians took them to 
Santa Fe, New Mexico, and other religious 

sites along the way.


